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Abstract

Education is commonly perceived as the process of  having 
systematic instruction from educators for better living quality, and 
sometimes, it means higher lifetime earnings. Teachers play an 
important role in educating the next generation. The Indonesian 
talk show “Kick Andy” and the news portal “Kumparan” 
released on Youtube, show a message on education. These 
programs narrate the story of  an early-childhood-education 
teacher from a remote area in Nusa Tenggara Timur. Both 
programs illustrate a woman’s struggle to obtain an education 
opportunity and provide access to education among the children 
in her village. The data was collected with an interview 
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Abstrak

Pendidikan umumnya dianggap sebagai proses untuk 
mendapatkan instruksi sistematis dari guru untuk kualitas 
hidup yang lebih baik, dan terkadang untuk penghasilan yang 
lebih tinggi. Guru memiliki peran penting dalam mendidik 
dan membimbing generasi penerus bangsa. Acara bincang-
bincang Indonesia “Kick Andy” dan portal berita “Kumparan” 
yang dirilis di Youtube menampilkan pesan tentang pendidikan. 
Kedua program ini menceritakan kisah seorang guru PAUD 
(Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini) dari daerah terpencil di Nusa 
Tenggara Timur. Kedua program tersebut menggambarkan 
perjuangan seorang perempuan untuk memperoleh 
kesempatan pendidikan dan memberikan akses pendidikan 
kepada anak-anak di desanya. Pengumpulan data dilakukan 
dengan metode observasi. Studi ini menggunakan kerangka 
wacana kritis Sara Mills dalam kombinasi teori pengembangan 
profesional guru untuk meluruskan bagaimana media massa 
menggambarkan seorang guru perempuan yang tinggal di 
daerah marginal. Berdasarkan data mengenai konsep Ibusme, 
di satu sisi, penelitian ini menemukan bahwa media masih 
menggambarkan perempuan sebagai sosok yang penurut 
dan tertindas yang memiliki kewajiban untuk mengabdi 
pada keluarga dan negara. Di sisi lain, ditemukan pula bahwa 
perempuan mampu untuk bangkit dari keterpurukan, dengan 
diperkuat oleh identitas profesional dalam diri seorang guru.

Kata kunci:

representasi 
media; bincang-
bincang; 
pengembangan 
profesional guru; 
Youtube.

method. Data were available on television and online media 
platform. This study employs a framework by Sara Mills’s 
critical discourse in a combination of  the teacher’s professional 
development theory to rectify how mass media portrays a female 
teacher who lives in a marginal area. Based on the collected data 
in Ibusm State, on the one hand, this study finds that the media 
still depicts women as submissive and oppressed figures who 
should serve the family and country. On the other hand, it is 
found that women are empowered to rise from adversity, which 
is also reinforced by a strong teacher’s professional identity in a 
teacher’s self.
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INTRODUCTION 
As a distributor of  information, mass media has the power to 

influence opinions circulating in society (Yu et al., 2017). Mass media 
innovation continues to grow, and besides television, the internet is an 
alternative media that the public can choose. With the development of  the 
internet as an online medium, information can be conveyed without time 
and place limits (Marta et al., 2019; Musmuallim et al., 2021; Pristiawati 
et al., 2023). Thanks to technological advancement, watching television 
can be altered to those online media platforms such as Youtube, and 
these online media, therefore, becomes the new form of  video-content 
consumption by internet users (Ryoo et al., 2021).

Television and internet media have an important influence in 
presenting a representation of  a person, group, or organization (Prihatini, 
2020). The media are increasingly becoming places of  the struggle for 
control, oversight, and monetization and sites of  struggle for meaning, 
representation, and participation (Mann, 2014). One form of  the program 
is a talk show or public discussion, a dialogue between the host and several 
guest stars (Indartoyo et al., 2018). In addition, narrating life stories shown 
through documentary videos provides the audience with information, 
meaning, and messages (Harry et al., 2021).

This study examines how the mass media delivers an inspirational 
story about a teacher who represents a marginal group in the society of  
Indonesia. Specifically, it is about women from the lower middle class who 
live in remote areas in the country. Inspirational stories are narratives with 
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inspiring, meaningful, and eudaimonic content that can inspire readers 
to engage in prosocial behavior (Moore et al., 2021). Inspirational stories 
cause emotions in the form of  admiration and a sense of  social awe (Ji et 
al., 2019). 

Two videos that show the story of  an early childhood education 
teacher from Alor as data in this study are Kick Andy Show and Kumparan 
Video. The television show – Kick Andy – is a talk show that has been 
broadcast by the private Metro TV station since 2006. Kick Andy presents 
its slogan: an inspiring and educative talk show (Kick Andy, n.d.). It 
showcases the real figures who have contributed to the community. The 
figure of  an early childhood teacher named Nopriana Lakamani (NL) was 
presented as one of  the guests in the episode titled “Inner Happiness” aired 
on January 23, 2022. This episode presents three figures who have their 
own professions to serve the community (Metrotvnews, 2022). 

Kumparan is an online media that presents news content briefly 
and concisely, highlighting phenomena currently happening in society 
(Abdullah, 2019). Kumparan expands its information by being presented 
on Instagram, the website for Kumparan, and its Youtube channel. The 
story of  an early childhood teacher, which is the same as Kick Andy, was 
broadcasted on Kumparan’s official Youtube channel with the title “Love 
Story From Alor” (Kumparan, 2020), and on a website with the news title 
“Video: The Joy of  Students in Alor in Limitations” (KumparanNews, 2020).

The quality of  education, including teachers in remote areas, has 
become the government’s concern (Harjanto et al., 2018). Inadequate 
teacher facilities and competencies are an issue in education in remote 
areas (Juharyanto et al., 2023). The early childhood teachers in Kick Andy 
and Kumparan come from Fuimelang Village, Alor, East Nusa Tenggara, 
representing education in remote areas.

Alor is an island in East Nusa Tenggara. On the island is Fuimelang 
Village, a hamlet located in Alor Regency and located at the eastern end 
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of  the northern part of  the capital of  East Nusa Tenggara (Muawanah et 
al., 2020). Alor Regency has the potential for marine tourism to support 
its people’s economy (Khan et al., 2020; Muawanah et al., 2020). In 
anthropological studies, Alor Island is known to be the research site for 
Cora Dubois, an anthropologist who studies anthropological psychology. 
In 1937-1939, Dubois came to Alor and conducted ethnographic research 
related to the culture and upbringing of  the Alor people (Syemour, 2013; 
Wellfelt, 2009). 

The story of  an inspiring early childhood teacher is adapted to reveal 
the struggle for a proper chance at education and to provide awareness of  
the limited access to education in marginal areas in Indonesia. The figure of  
an early childhood teacher from Alor emphasizes to parents in his village 
the importance of  Early Childhood Education for the nation’s generation. 
Early childhood education programs have long-term benefits for children. 
Early intervention in the body, emotions, and mind is needed to optimize 
children’s growth and development (Shafiq et al., 2018). The long-term 
benefits of  early childhood education include cognitive intelligence, social 
skills, and emotional children that can develop optimally as adults (Bakken 
et al., 2017; García et al., 2020). 

Kartini from Alor should be placed on the early childhood educator 
who is the subject of  this study. Kartini is a female national icon whose 
birth is celebrated annually by the people of  Indonesia. tional equality and 
elevates their statusThe statue of  an Indonesian woman who symbolizes 
women’s struggle for educa (Muthoifin et al., 2017). Therefore, Kartini 
deserves to be named a national hero because she has changed the mindset 
of  society toward women, especially in terms of  education (Abdul, 2020). 
Similar to Kartini, the artifacts in this study symbolize women who fight 
for an education. Gender equality and the quality of  education are targets 
in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations 
(Allen et al., 2018), therefore this research is expected to contribute to 
both.
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Mills’ critical discourse analysis and the development of  teacher 
professionalism from Kelchtermans are used to see the identity of  the 
object of  this research as a woman and a teacher. Representation in 
the media is how a person, group, or idea is presented in a particular 
form (Grau & Zotos, 2016; Slakoff, 2020). In examining the text, Mills 
emphasizes representation as an important part of  his analysis.

Mills’ critical discourse analysis differs from other critical discourse 
analyses. Mills’ uniqueness lies in her focus on representing a person in 
the media who can influence public views and opinions (Mills, 2004). 
The Mills method responds to how women are portrayed in the media. 
Women in the media are generally described in three types. First, women 
are depicted as inferior (Papsdorf, 2015). 

In Indonesian television media, women are often depicted as less 
dominant, passive, dependent on men, and as sex symbols (Hartono et al., 
2021; Murtiningsih et al., 2017). The second is women who are described 
as independent, have good competence, but obey the rules and norms 
(Rosette et al., 2018), and lastly, women are described as independent and 
free, not bound by certain rules (Rosette et al., 2016; Sewell, 2013). In 
the religious context, some media picture gender bias covered by Islamic 
values based on the interpretation of  the construction of  religious ideology 
(Rifai, 2021).

Media, including news reports, often make representations that 
tend to stereotype women (Fitri & Nurrahmi, 2021; Malik & Hameed-ur-
Rahman, 2021). Three common stereotypes that are carried out on women 
are physical stereotypes that portray young and beautiful women (Galdi et 
al., 2014; Poerwandari et al., 2014; Prieler, 2016), women as victims of  
violence and crime (Bosch, 2019), and women as passive and submissive 
figures (Ali & Batool, 2015; Bosch, 2019; Collins, 2011), dependent and 
weak (Ali & Batool, 2015; Grau & Zotos, 2016).
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Mills’ conceptual framework in critical discourse analysis consists 
of  two parts. The first part is the mapping of  subjects and objects in 
discourse. Positions as subjects and objects in discourse have certain 
perceptual and ideological contents that can override women’s identities 
(Mills, 2004). Someone who is in the subject position is present as an 
interpreter of  events, while in the object position is someone who is 
interpreted. In the second part, Mills maps the positions of  writers and 
readers, Mills argues that the role of  readers has a significant impact on the 
author’s decision to portray the image of  women in the media (Ghofur, 
2016; Putri & Nurhajati, 2020; Triana et al., 2021). Therefore, the reader’s 
position is not only as the recipient of  the message, but also determines 
the content of  the message to be raised. Mills tries to correlate between 
text, writer, and reader (Nasiha & Yunaldi, 2019; Ningsih, 2018). 

Identity is a multidisciplinary concept that philosophers, sociologists, 
and developmental psychologists, among others, have studied (Canrinus et 
al., 2011). Identity has two dimensions: individual and collective (Cardoso 
et al., 2014; Timoštšuk & Ugaste, 2012). The individual dimension refers to 
the position of  the self  and social internalization within the self-structure, 
whereas the collective dimension refers to a person’s social identity within 
a group. Professional identity is one’s sense of  self  in relation to work 
situations (Beijaard et al., 2013; Canrinus et al., 2012).

Pillen et al., (2013) revealed that teachers’ professional identity is 
dynamic and developing, influenced by personal identity, learning and 
previous experiences. According to Kelchtermans (2009), the development 
of  teacher professionalism in forming a professional identity is built 
through the professional framework of  self  and subjective educational 
theory. Kelchtermans (2009) divides five components into the professional 
self, namely self-image, self-esteem, job motivation, task perception, and 
future perspective. Meanwhile, the subjective educational theory is a 
personal system of  knowledge and beliefs built during work as a teacher. 
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The main problem of  this research is the figure of  a woman, and an 
early childhood teacher presented in a discourse. As previously explained, 
the media displays stereotypes and representations of  women, including 
being inferior (Papsdorf, 2015), dependent, and weak (Ali & Batool, 2015; 
Grau & Zotos, 2016). Moreover, the professional identity of  teachers 
is generally associated with the professionalism of  teachers in teaching, 
which is supported by adequate systems and facilities, such as research 
conducted by the identity of  civil servant teachers who have received prior 
knowledge and training (Liou et al., 2017; Paulick et al., 2016). Is it feasible 
to review the professional identity of  a teacher from a marginalized area? 
Then, what is the purpose and message that the media wishes to convey 
by showing the public the tale of  an early childhood teacher from a 
disadvantaged class?

This study aims to critically examine the representation of  a woman 
teacher shown in Kick Andy and Kumparan with the critical discourse 
analytical framework of  Mills’ feminist perspective. Mills’ critical discourse 
method considers the position of  the people involved in the text, namely 
the position of  the subject and object of  the story, the position of  the 
reader or audience, and the position of  the writer or producer (Putri & 
Nurhajati, 2020; Sukaesih & Brida, 2017).

METHODS 
This study uses a critical paradigm to combine Mills’ critical discourse 

method which is associated with the theory of  teacher professional 
development. Fairclough (2013) mentions that critical discourse analysis 
focuses on social problems that arise as a result of  power relations and 
inequality. Meanwhile, Mills emphasizes critical discourse on the positions 
involved in a text, whether the subject and object or actor shown in the 
text has the freedom to present herself  or is arranged in such a way by the 
author. Mills also emphasizes critical discourse analysis on how to place 
women in a text (Ariani & Rachmadani, 2020).
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Text analysis in this research is media in the form of  video. There 
are not many media that feature teachers from remote area, Kick Andy and 
Kumparan are two media that feature the same educational figure, namely 
NL. The writer in Kick Andy is the host, Andy F. Noya, while in Kumparan, 
the writer is the producer of  Kumparan. So in the next section, the researcher 
will write the author as a producer. The reader in this context is the viewer 
who watched the two videos. This study analyzes television shows Kick 
Andy and Kumparan as text analysis. Both are available on the YouTube 
channel. Kick Andy’s episode of  “Inner Happiness” was uploaded by the 
Metrotvnews channel on January 24, 2022, with the duration of  the NL 
interview segment for 18 minutes 37 seconds (Metrotvnews, 2022). While, 
the Kumparan video was uploaded by the Kumparan Youtube channel with 
the title “Love Story From Alor” with a duration of  4 minutes and 30 
seconds (Kumparan, 2020; KumparanNews, 2020).

Selecting the scene and narration from Kick Andy and Kumparan is the 
data processing technique. Then, the scenes and narrations were analyzed 
using Mills’ method of  critical discourse to determine the identities of  
women and the theory of  teacher professional development to determine 
the identities of  the teachers depicted in the two videos. This investigation 
adopted the conceptual framework of  Mills’ (2004) critical discourse, 
which was adopted in this research. 
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Table 1.
Mills’ Instrument Of  Feminist Discourse

Level Focus Kick Andy Kumparan

Subject-
Object 

Position

How is an event 
seen?

As an inspiring story As an inspiring story

From whose point 
of  view an event is 

viewed?

Subject and Object. Subject and Object.

Who is the Subject? Andy F. Noya. Kumparan Producer.
Who is the Object? An early childhood 

teacher (NL).
An early childhood 

teacher (NL).
Does the guest star 

in the text have 
the opportunity to 
present herself  and 
her ideas? Or is it 
shown or narrated 
by someone else?

The object has 
the opportunity to 
speak by answering 
questions from the 

host.

The object is the 
only one who speaks, 

but the producer 
writes additional 
narration in the 

video.

How is the position 
of  the reader shown 

in this text?

Readers are 
outsiders.

Readers are 
outsiders.

How does the reader 
position himself  
in the text he is 

reading?

People who are able 
to take lessons from 
the life experiences 
of  the guest star.

People who are able 
to take lessons from 
the life experiences 
of  the main actor.

In which group does 
the reader position 

himself ?

People who are 
interested in 

humanitarian issues.

People who are 
interested in 

humanitarian issues.

The analysis is conducted by analyzing both the subject and object 
narratives as well as the video footage. The content of  Kick Andy can be 
divided into three parts: the first is a description of  Fuimelang Village, 
the second is NL’s struggle to attend college, and the third is NL’s tale as 
an early childhood educator. The substance of  Kumparan can be divided 
into two sections: the description of  Fuimelang Village and the narrative 
of  NL and Zaitun Preschool. All of  these two programmes’ contents are 
included for discussion.
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Table 2.
Video Segmentation

Video Segment Duration Content

Kick Andy

1 Minutes 00.00-04.46 NL and Fuimelang Village 
portrait.

2 Minutes 04.47-11.38 NL struggle for college.
3 Minutes 11.39-18.37 NL’s story as an early 

childhood teacher.

Kumparan
1 Minutes 00.00-02.20 Fuimelang Village overview.
2 Minutes 02.20-04.30 NL and Zaitun Pre-school 

story.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
NL was interviewed in Kick Andy as an inspirational figure. Born 

and raised as a woman living in remote villages with economic limitations, 
NL struggles to go to college by working as a housemaid to earn her 
living. After successfully graduating from college, she faced the situation 
of  caring for her father and returning to Alor. After his father died, NL 
felt called to be a teacher (Lian et al., 2021) for kids in her village without 
a preschool system. Armed with teaching experience while in Jakarta, 
NL established a school called PAUD Zaitun, which is also called Zaitun 
Preschool. NL’s struggles continued when she became a teacher. With the 
economic limitations of  the residents in her village, at the beginning of  
the establishment of  the school, she did not have any wages (Wicaksono, 
2018). In addition, NL has to work odd jobs by selling betel and candlenuts 
to the market to supplement school operational costs and her daily life. 
The focus of  NL’s life experience in Kick Andy is divided into two things, 
namely her identity as a woman and as a teacher (Ruan & Zheng, 2019). 
During the interview, the host explored NL’s identification as a woman 
from a small town who was attempting to earn a bachelor’s degree. Next, 
NL was asked to describe the dynamics of  her life as a teacher who 
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teaches amidst economic constraints, inadequate educational facilities, and 
inadequate infrastructure.

NL profile also goes live in Kumparan on January 30, 2020 (Kumparan, 
2020). The video focuses on describing NL’s identity as an early childhood 
teacher. Her motivation to teach and her efforts to educate the public on 
the importance of  early childhood education became the main focus of  
the 4-minute, 30-second video.

The subject plays a crucial role in describing the general circumstance 
the object encounters. Andy F. Noya, as the subject in Kick Andy, directs 
the conversation so that the object recounts the story as he anticipates. 
In Kumparan, the object is accompanied by an introduction written by 
the producer to describe her career as an early childhood educator. In 
Kumparan, NL is also positioned as an object to illustrate the author’s 
struggles to obtain an undergraduate degree and her service as a teacher. 
Kumparan positions NL as an object, but only emphasizes her role as a 
teacher (Kelchtermans, 2009). 

 The narrative and atmosphere description play a significant role 
in conveying the message taken from both Kick Andy and Kumparan. 
The environment in which NL lives, which is characterized as poor and 
underdeveloped, the representation of  women who struggle in the face 
of  limitations, and NL’s dedication and identity as an early childhood 
educator stand out in these two shows.

Portrait Of Marginal People In Fuimelang Village Alor
In social, economic, and political terms, marginalization is 

characterized as an imbalance. In general, marginalized individuals have 
restricted access to the rights that should be obtained as citizens (Pelc, 
2017).  This section discusses the portrait of  the community in Fuimelang 
Village which is classified as a marginal class, due to the lack of  economic 
and education access.
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Table 3.
Mills’ Critical Discourse Analysis In Portraits Of  Marginalized 

Communities In Fuimelang Village

Position Kick Andy Kumparan

Subject-
Object 

Position

Subject in Kick Andy: The 
Host (Male).

Subject in Kumparan: 
Producer (Unknown).

Objects in Kick Andy: NL
(Female).

Kick Andy minutes 03.06-03.10

Objek in Kumparan: NL 
(Female).

Kumparan minutes 00.40-00.46

Writer-
Reader 
Position

The writer in Kick Andy: 
Video Host shows the simple 
daily activities of  Object at 
home and school in video 

footage.

Kick Andy minutes 12.29

The writer in Kumparan: 
Producer gives an impression 

of  daily activities in the 
village of  Fuimelang which is 

described as a poor and simple 
village.

Kumparan minutes 01.17

The readers in Kick Andy: 
The audience is positioned as 
outsiders who do not know 
the condition of  the people 
in Object Village, so they are 

touched when they see the state 
of  the location.

The readers in Kumparan: 
The audience is positioned as 
outsiders who do not know 
the condition of  the people 
in Object Village, so they are 

touched when they see the state 
of  the location.



118 Kartini From Alor: Emerging The Discourse Of Teacher’s Professional Identity In
Kick Andy And Kumparan

Raisa Rakhmania, Rustono Farady Marta, Hana Panggabean, Changsong Wang

Al-Balagh: Jurnal Dakwah dan Komunikasi,
Vol. 8, No. 1, January – June 2023, pp. 105 - 140, DOI: https://doi.org/10.22515/albalagh.v8i1.6438
ISSN: 2527-5704 (P) ISSN: 2527-5682 (E)

Both Kick Andy and Kumparan show Fuimelang Village in Alor 
Regency as a humble village. The figure (see  Table 3) shows NL’s daily 
activities including cooking at her simple kitchen, and teaching in a plain 
classroom. All of  these images are literaly far from modernity. The realistic 
footages inform the portrait of  Fuimelang Village as an area that is left 
behind in terms of  economy and facilities (Nasir et al., 2021), is described 
as it is by the producer.

The narrative in Kick Andy tells the story of  NL’s struggles teaching 
at PAUD Zaitun, which has limitations.

Narator: “With her volunteer friends, Novi sincerely and 
passionately teaches the students. Novi often harvests betel 
and candlenuts from the garden, which she sells to the city as 
additional income for student needs.” (Minutes 03.49 – 04.07)

NL also said that the challenge she faced as a teacher at this time 
was the lack of  facilities and infrastructure for the purpose of  teaching. 
However, educating for early childhood requires concrete tools and 
materials in accordance with each age stage of  childhood. In addition, 
accessing proper stationery is also difficult since these are usually only 
available in the city; there are also certain factors pertaining to far distance 
and costly transportation constraints all the activities mentioned above 
(Kick Andy, minutes 16.42-17.22).

The host in Kick Andy, initiates questions that lead NL to share about 
her economic limitations. When telling her desire to go to college, NL 
cried as she could not afford to go to college. The basic economic needs 
made NL migrate to Jakarta and work as a housemaid to raise money so 
that she manages her further study (minutes 05.15-07.20). In accordance 
with Clause 31 Paragraph 1 of  the Constitution which stipulates that every 
citizen has the right to education (Wartoyo, 2016), then citizens also have 
the right to obtain adequate educational facilities for teaching and learning 
activities. Although formal education starts at the elementary school level, 
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early childhood education is regulated in Law No. 20 of  2003 concerning 
the national education system. According to the law, early childhood 
education is coaching for children aged 0-6 years to stimulate their growth 
and development (Wartoyo, 2016).  

In Kick Andy and Kumparan, NL is portrayed as a woman from a 
marginal community who struggles for an equal education opportunity. 
The producers of  both shows explicitly show the reality of  economic 
limitations in remote areas in Indonesia. Alor is one of  the areas designated 
as 3T, namely Tertinggal (Disadvantaged), Terdepan (Frontier), dan Terluar 
(Outermost) in Indonesia in 2020-2024 based on seven criteria set by the 
President of  the Republic of  Indonesia (Kementerian Sekretariat Negara, 
2020). The 3T assessment criteria are inadequate facilities, infrastructure, 
and human resources.

Moreover, the audio-visual broadcasting techniques in Kick Andy and 
Kumparan include employing shooting techniques and selecting background 
sounds that drive the audience to get lost in the simplicity of  the village 
environment where NL lives (Muawanah et al., 2020). It is intended for 
the audience to see the origin of  the struggle in life experienced by NL 
and to strengthen this inspiring story.

Representation Of A Marginal Class Women Who Struggles For 
Ideals

NL, as the object raised in Kick Andy and Kumparan cannot be 
separated from her identity as a woman. The media depicts women in 
several stereotypes, including inferior, passive, and submissive (Ali & 
Batool, 2015; Collins, 2011; Papsdorf, 2015); in addition, there are also 
types of  women who are described as independent but obedient to norms 
(Rosette et al., 2018). Stereotypes can impact an individual’s image and 
interpret pieces of  information regarding members of  a particular social 
group (Akihary et al., 2024).
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Table 4.
Mills’ Critical Discourse Analysis In Representation Of  Marginal Class 

Women Who Struggle For Ideals

Position Kick Andy Kumparan

Subject-
Object 

Position

Subject in Kick Andy: The 
Host (Male).

Subject in Kumparan: 
Producer (Unknown).

Objects in Kick Andy: NL 
(Female).

Kick Andy minutes 06.50

Objects in Kumparan: NL 
(Female).

Kumparan minutes 01.24

Writer-
Reader 
Position

The writer in Kick Andy: 
Host of  the video shows 
Object as a less fortunate 

woman, so she must struggle to 
achieve her goals.

Kick Andy minutes 04.00

The writer in Kumparan: 
Producer does not highlight 

Object from his personal side 
as a woman, but rather to his 

identity as a teacher.

Kumparan minutes 00.57

The readers in Kick Andy: 
The audience is positioned as 
a society facing the reality of  
the struggle of  marginal-class 

women.

The readers in Kumparan: 
The audience is positioned as 
outsiders who do not know 

the reality of  teachers in rural 
marginal areas.

The footage in Kick Andy illustrated in the table (see Table 4) clearly 
narrates NL as a woman from a marginal class. The host asked questions 
that led NL to tell her life story so she could go to college. 
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Host (Kick Andy): “So it’s impossible to go to college or 
continue studying?” (Minutes 06.55 – 06.58 )

NL: “Yes, I have a desire to study, but I don’t have any money. 
So, I work as a housemaid, collected money, then applied for 
college.” (Minutes 06.59 – 07.20)

Minutes 06.10-08.23 The object tells that she is a housemaid. 
After being convinced by her friend that she had to go to 
college, in the end NL stopped working and went to college 
with the money she saved from being a housemaid. During 
college, NL sells snacks, occasionally stays at the lecturer’s 
house to wash clothes, and gets a salary of  50.000 Indonesian 
rupiahs.

After graduating from college, NL faced a dilemma again. She was 
already working as a teacher in Jakarta, but her father came to visit and 
complained that none of  his six children cared for him in his old age, so 
NL returned to Alor to care for her father. She felt sad because her father 
was sick and should have been given medicine and treated at a better 
hospital, but at that time, NL did not have the money, so her father was 
treated at home (Kick Andy, minutes 08.52-10.30).

NL’s identity as a woman from a marginal class is represented by her 
story of  having no money, so she works as a housemaid. The profession 
comes from the informal sector that sells services to help with domestic 
work in a family (Ajrin, 2016). Generally, women with minimal education 
and skills take up the profession, therefore, the image of  domestic helpers 
tends to be inferior, and in some cases, they are mistreated by employers 
(Allouache, 2021; Chan, 2014). In addition, NL also sells and washes 
lecturers’ clothes to earn wages. When the host asked whether NL was 
not shy about selling, she bluntly answered no (Kick Andy, minutes 07.43-
07.46). In Kick Andy’s show, the producer described NL as being in an 
inferior position. Economic difficulties make NL work as a housemaid. 
According to Ajrin (2016), Domestic helpers generally come from less 
productive villages due to geographical conditions.
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NL reflects the nurturing and compassionate nature of  women. 
When her father complained that no one was caring for him, NL decided 
to abandon her career in Jakarta to care for him. NL, a woman, decided 
to serve in order to care for her father, although the circumstances in her 
family are not elaborated upon. This relates to the State of  Ibuism, in which 
women are expected to service the family without expecting anything in 
return (Augustine & Juniarti, 2022). Dharma Wanita, Posyandu Cadres, 
and Family Welfare Empowerment were established because the Ibuism 
State has existed for a very long time but was intensified during the New 
Order era (Jakimow, 2018).

Ibuism is from the word “Ibu” which means “mother” in Indonesian 
language. Ibuism is the concept where women (as a mother) are required 
to strengthen family harmony but also contribute to the family’s welfare 
from an economic perspective (Mudafiuddin, 2020). In the state of  
Ibuism, women must contribute to community empowerment, such as 
volunteering for community health service posts, in Indonesian Language 
called Posyandu, or becoming unpaid early childhood education teachers 
managed by the community (Wicaksono, 2018). NL was not paid at the 
start of  the school (Kick Andy, minutes 02.05-02.43). If  it is associated 
with the State of  Ibuism, which was heavily socialized 20 years ago, 
unpaid kindergarten teachers are commonplace because women have an 
obligation to prosper their children (Wicaksono, 2018).

The host of  Kick Andy asks questions to investigate NL’s past. From 
these questions, the answers that emerge show NL’s struggle to achieve 
education which should be the right of  every citizen, but NL is difficult 
to obtain this, due to economic limitations. In Kick Andy, NL as a woman 
is still depicted as a helpless, inferior, and obedient figure. However, the 
host framed this image as the beginning of  NL’s struggle, which began 
when she was born into unfortunate circumstances and continued until 
she graduated. The audience is provided with a moving account of  NL’s 
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struggle, with the intention of  evoking in them feelings of  pity, admiration, 
and motivation from her life story.

Kartini From Alor
Kartini is a female figure who represents women’s struggle to achieve 

freedom in various matters, especially education, which at that time was 
dominated by Javanese patriarchal culture (Purwaningsih et al., 2020). 
Kartini’s legacy is her ideas regarding equality in education. Currently, 
Kartini has been proclaimed a national hero based on presidential decree 
no. 108/1964, and to commemorate Kartini’s struggle, her birth date, 
April 21, is celebrated as Kartini Day (Pratidina & Pasaribu, 2023).

The impact of  Kartini’s struggle on social and cultural development 
in the millennial generation in Indonesia is a woman who brings change 
and inspires (Hapsari et al., 2020). Kartini has become an icon for women 
who are struggling today (Putra et al., 2022), so the title “Modern Kartini” 
is informally generally given to women who have achievements in their 
fields (Toni, 2014). The struggle carried out by Kartini for marginalized 
people to obtain education was carried out by NL. A glimpse of  NL’s 
story illustrates his struggle to provide education for the marginalized in 
Alor, like Kartini’s struggle for educational equality in her era.

NL educated the public on the importance of  early childhood 
education for children’s development and became a pioneer in establishing 
an early childhood school in the village. This section not only discusses 
critical discourse from Mills’ feminist perspective but also uncovers the 
construction of  the professional identity of  teachers in NL to understand 
more deeply NL’s dedication to providing educational opportunities for 
future generations in Fuimelang Village, Alor.
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Table 5.
Mills’ Critical Discourse Analysis Of  Teacher Identity

Position Kick Andy Kumparan

Subject-
Object 

Position

Subject in Kick Andy: The 
Host (Male).

Subject in Kumparan: 
Producer (Unknown).

Object in Kick Andy: NL 
(Female).

Kick Andy minutes 17.55

Object in Kumparan: NL 
(Female).

Kumparan minutes 02.14

Writer-
Reader 
Position

The writer in Kick Andy: 
Host of  the Video describes 
NL’s dedication and struggles 
as a teacher with the aim of  

inspiring audiences.

Kick Andy minutes 18.20

The writer in Kumparan: 
Producer describes NL’s 

dedication and struggle as 
a teacher with the aim of  

inspiring the audience.

Kumparan minutes 02.25

Readers in Kick Andy: The 
audience is positioned as the 
person who will be inspired 
by the story that the author 

picks up.

Readers in Kumparan: The 
audience is positioned as the 

person who will be inspired by 
the story raised by the author.

The host in Kick Andy and the producer for Kumparan describe NL 
as an inspiring teacher. This is consistent with the intention of  the two 



125Kartini From Alor: Emerging The Discourse Of Teacher’s Professional Identity In
Kick Andy And Kumparan
Raisa Rakhmania, Rustono Farady Marta, Hana Panggabean, Changsong Wang

Al-Balagh: Jurnal Dakwah dan Komunikasi,
Vol. 8, No. 1, January – June 2023, pp. 105 - 140, DOI: https://doi.org/10.22515/albalagh.v8i1.6438

ISSN: 2527-5704 (P) ISSN: 2527-5682 (E)

videos, which is to inspire the audience with inspiring tales. The identity of  
the teacher depicted in NL is bolstered by her narrative as a teacher, which 
is conveyed by NL herself. In this case, the primary character, NL, has the 
opportunity to introduce herself  and express her feelings regarding the 
fight for education in her village.

Host (Kick Andy): “What is your hope with this PAUD 
Zaitun?” (Minutes 17.35 – 17.39 )

NL: “I hope the children in PAUD Zaitun become successful 
people. Hopefully they can be useful for the family and for 
the nation. I struggled in the past so I want my children more 
successful than me.” (Minutes 17.41 – 18.10)

The screenshots from Kumparan illustrated in the table (see Table 
5) are made from the perspective of  the writer-reader; they present a text 
narrative about education awareness in Fuimelang Village. As told by NL 
in both Kick Andy and Kumparan, Fuimelang Village did not initially have 
an early childhood education school. Activities carried out by children are 
playing and accompanying their parents to the field (Kick Andy minutes 
12.35-13.10, and Kumparan minutes 1.21-1.37). As a result of  observing 
this trend, NL took the initiative to establish a preschool so that children 
in the village could participate in more productive activities. According to 
the theory of  teacher professional development, it is intriguing to observe 
NL’s commitment as an early childhood educator despite the economic 
and educational constraints of  Fuimelang Village. The construction of  
teacher professional development in NL can be seen from two things, 
namely, professional self  and subjective educational theory (Kelchtermans, 
2009). The first element of  the professional self  is self-image, which is 
a descriptive component, the way teachers characterize themselves as 
teachers, and the views of  others who see them as teachers (Mellon, 2022). 
NL revealed that she wanted to share with the children the knowledge 
she had, so that they could have a future (Kick Andy at 12.35-13.10, 
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and Kumparan Video at 1.21-1.37). Being a teacher is one way to share 
knowledge. NL views that sharing knowledge and being able to set a good 
example are the main characteristics as a teacher (Canrinus et al., 2012).

Furthermore, self-esteem refers to the teacher’s appreciation of  her 
work performance, which is connected and driven by comparison with 
others and thus can be defined as the result of  a balance of  self-image 
and professional norms. (Anspal et al., 2012). NL believes that with her 
knowledge and love, she is able to teach children to have a future. This 
belief  was also shared by parents who were successfully educated by NL 
on the importance of  school for early childhood for the future (Kumparan, 
minutes 1.31-1.17). Public confidence in early childhood education in 
her village has increased, this is evident since 2019 at the beginning of  8 
students, now there are 32 students.

Task perception includes the teacher’s idea of  what constitutes his 
professional program, her duties, and duties to do a good job (Nevgi & 
Löfström, 2015). NL told that she had the opportunity to attend a teacher 
workshop in Jakarta. In training, NL learned that teaching early childhood 
is not just teaching but must be from the heart (Kumparan, minutes 3.12-
3.22). She also understands that the learning stages of  early childhood (0-6 
years) are the pre-operational stages in Jean Piaget’s theory  of  cognitive 
development (Istiqomah & Maemonah, 2021), where children learn to 
use symbols and symbols that are around them, children learn through 
experiences in their daily environment to get to the concrete stage so 
that tools and props are needed in teaching children (Kick Andy, minutes 
16.53-17.00). Therefore, NL is looking for extra money by selling betel 
and candlenut in the market to get extra money for class needs (Kick Andy, 
minutes 14.36-14.53).

Job motivation refers to the motives or impulses that lead individuals 
to choose teaching as a career, to continue teaching, or to give up on 
other careers (Confalonieri & Miragoli, 2013). NL explained clearly that 
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by working as an early childhood teacher, she wanted her students to 
become successful people, even surpassing herself. NL hopes to provide 
benefits to the surrounding environment (Kumparan, minutes 3.44-3.53). 
Furthermore, the last element is a future perspective, which expresses 
the teacher’s expectations about her future in the work (Kelchtermans, 
2009). NL hopes that facilities and access to educational facilities and 
infrastructure can be even easier because to buy equipment, she has to go 
to a city that is quite far away and requires a large amount of  money. This 
is a problem faced by frontier, outermost, and least developed regions, 
often referred to as 3T (Tertinggal, Terdepan, dan Terluar). Alor falls into this 
category, the local government has not resolved the issue.

Because the teacher’s identity is influenced by her personal identity, 
the teacher’s work-related knowledge and beliefs are influenced by her 
personal knowledge and beliefs from before she became a teacher (Pillen 
et al., 2013). Prior to becoming a teacher, NL believed in the importance 
of  education for the future, so when she became a teacher, she taught with 
integrity because she anticipated that what she did would have a positive 
impact on her students, the village where she resided, and the district of  
Alor (Kumparan, minutes 3.44-3.53 ). In addition, NL’s willingness to care 
for her father and abandon her job in Jakarta demonstrates that she is a 
caring individual; this affects her identity as a teacher who educates and 
cares for young children (Rodriguez et al., 2022).

Professional development as a teacher in NL creates a distinct 
teacher identity in NL. This is evidenced by the desire to labor and the 
self-assurance to teach. The producers of  these two videos are able to 
organize the plot so that the audience can see the struggle of  NL and 
Kartini for their respective villages. State of  Ibuism, in which women are 
required to position themselves to serve the family, is also evident in NL’s 
life path.
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Teachers’ professional identity has been associated with the ability 
of  teachers to teach professionally in the classroom. In the case of  NL, 
which has limited economic and learning facilities, it does not prevent her 
from becoming a teacher with the dedication and capacity to teach early 
childhood. Kick Andy and Kumparan offer inspirational stories behind the 
misfortune of  the marginalized. As expressed by Papsdorf  (2015) and 
Ali & Batool (2015), women still tend to be represented as inferior in the 
media. Coupled with the concept of  ibuism (Wicaksono, 2018), which is 
still attached to women and early childhood teachers, where women are 
supposed to serve their families and improve the welfare of  their children. 
The Kick Andy Show and Kumparan successfully presented inspirational 
stories, and the audience could take lessons from the NL story. However, 
the representation of  women as weak has not disappeared from the picture 
of  the two media.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 

This research has three problems: the image of  women as weak and 
inferior in the media, the professional identity of  teachers depicted in NL, 
and what message Kumparan and Kick Andy want to convey.

The result of  this study for the first problem was found that the 
female object (NL) was narrated as marginal and weak. The description 
of  Fuimelang village and the portraits of  NL’s daily life reinforce this 
framing which the State of  Ibuism strengthens. Coupled with the identity 
of  the marginalized, women become interesting materials to be presented 
to the audience with the claim of  causing a certain reaction. The second 
one is about the teacher’s professional identity, despite the inadequate 
environment, the teacher’s professional identity emerges from NL’s 
dedication. The Teacher’s professional identity in NL can be seen in her 
professional self  which is motivation and self-esteem as a teacher. NL also 
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has a good understanding of  early childhood education development. In 
the video, she said that she attended a teacher workshop in Jakarta and 
also knew the learning stages of  early childhood (0-6 years) are the pre-
operational stages.

The final issue regarding the function of  the media is that they have 
picked up the story of  NL. Despite the characterization of  the female 
subject as marginal and weak, Kumparan and Kick Andy present NL’s Story 
as an inspiring tale that evokes admiration and amazement in the audience. 
Kumparan and Kick Andy portray the object as a marginalized individual 
who can struggle for education. This depiction demonstrates that the 
identity of  a dedicated educator can be discovered in an inadequate 
environment. 

Suggestion 
The story of  Kartini from Alor is a picture of  the reality of  social 

problems that should be of  concern to policymakers. Gender equality and 
the quality of  education are the goals of  the SGDs, therefore problems 
related to these topics need to be addressed in order to realize equality for 
Indonesians in the social, economic, and educational fields. 
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