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Abstract

7KH�,VODPLF�FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�LV�UHÁHFWHG�LQ�WKH�4XU·DQ�WKDW�VWDWHV�WKH�
0XVOLP�FRPPXQLW\�DV�XPPDWDQ�ZDVDWDQ��,W�PHDQV�WKDW�0XVOLP�VKRXOG�EH�
LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�SDWK�LQ�PDQ\�DVSHFWV�RI�OLYH��ZKLFK�DYRLG�IURP�WKH�H[WUHPLVW�
DQG�QHJOHFWLQJ��,Q�GRLQJ�VR��HGXFDWLRQ�SOD\V�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�
FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK��+RZHYHU��LWV�QHJOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�
RI� ,VODPLF� HGXFDWLRQ��7KLV� VWXG\� DLPHG� WR� H[SORUH� WKH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� RI�
ZDVDWL\\DK�FRXUVH�LQ�8QLYHUVLWDV�,VODP�,QWHUQDVLRQDO�,QGRQHVLD��7KH�VWXG\�
FRQGXFWHG�TXDOLWDWLYHO\�ZLWK�D�FDVH�VWXG\�UHVHDUFK�GHVLJQ�LQ�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�
VWXGHQWV·�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�ZDVDWL\\DK�FRXUVH��$�WRWDO�RI�IRXU�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
IURP�GLIIHUHQW� IDFXOWLHV� DQG� FRXQWULHV� DUH� SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKLV� VWXG\��7KH�
GDWD�ZDV� FROOHFWHG� WKURXJK� VHPL�VWUXFWXUHG� LQWHUYLHZ�DQG�DQDO\]HG�ZLWK�
WKH�0LOHV�DQG�+XEHUPDQ�IUDPHZRUN��2YHUDOO��WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�VWXG\�VKRZV�
WKDW�VWXGHQW�SHUFHLYH�SRVLWLYHO\�WRZDUGV�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�,VODP��,Q�
DGGLWLRQ��WKH�VWXG\�DOVR�GHPRQVWUDWHV�VWXGHQWV·�UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�
WKH�FRQFHSW�ZDVDWL\\DK�LQ�SOXUDO�FRQWH[W��+HQFH��LW�UHFRPPHQGHG�UHLPDJLQJ�
WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� ZDVDWL\\DK� LQ� ,VODPLF� XQLYHUVLWLHV� E\� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� WKH�
LGHD�LQWR�FRXUVH�VXEMHFW�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�WROHUDQFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
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INTRODUCTION

Diversity in various aspects of life such as culture, language, and religion is an 
DIÁXHQFH� WKDW� PLJKW� HPEUDFH� GLIIHUHQFHV� RU� HYHQ� VHJUHJDWLRQ�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKHUH� DUH�
PDQ\�WKHRORJLFDO�VFKRROV�LQ�,VODP�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKHP�H[LVW�QRZDGD\V�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKHP�DUH�
GHVWUR\HG��7KH�WKHRORJLFDO�VFKRRO�WKDW�VWLOO�H[LVWV�WRGD\�VXFK�DV�6XQQL��6\LDK, and 6XÀ, and 
each of these theological schools have distinctive characteristics and perspectives in terms 
RI�EHOLHI��)XUWKHUPRUH�� LQ�6XQQL�� WKUHH� WKHRORJLFDO�VFKRROV� WKDW�H[LVW� WRGD\�VXFK�DV�$V·DUL��
0DWXULGL, and $WKDUL, which are different theological principles in terms of belief or $TLGDK 
and Faith. Additionally, 6XQQL has four schools of thought namely, +DQDÀ��0DOLNL��6\DÀ·L, 
and +DPEDOL��which have different understandings and interpretations of the Qur’an and 
+DGLVW on the implementation of Islamic laws (Syariah). Therefore, by understanding of such 
different theological schools and Islamic of thought, it is crucial to understand the concept 
of wasatiyyah RU�PRGHUDWLRQ�DQG�LWV�VLJQLÀFDQFHV

However, the concept of moderation was somehow abandoned especially in the 
WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�RI�,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ��.DPDOL���������7KLV�FDVH�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQW�HIIHFWV�
in some aspects of life cush as unbalancing in practicing the LEDGDK�� VRFLDO� FRQÁLFW�� DQG�
LQHTXDOLW\��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�QHJOLJHQFH�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�PRGHUDWLRQ�
also can hinder and prohibiting the harmony within cultures and theological schools. Thus, 
WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�PRGHUDWLRQ�LW·V�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
promote justice and harmony. Also, it develops a social, economic, cultural, and Islamic 
civilization as well.

7KH�H[DPSOH�RI�GLYHUVLW\� LQ� WKHRORJLFDO�VFKRRO�DERYH�PLJKW�FUHDWH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG�
FRQÁLFW��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�SKHQRPHQD�RI�UDGLFDOLVP�DQG�LQWROHUDQFH�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�
like university. A quantitative study conducted by Baedowi & Chamadi, (2023) found that 
around 27 students from 576 participants at university claimed that there were organizations 
DW�FDPSXV�WKDW�DIÀOLDWHG�ZLWK�UDGLFDOLVP��,Q�DGGLWLRQ����SDUWLFLSDQWV�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH\�IROORZHG�
banned organizations and 0,5% of the participants agreed on suicide bomb. It shows that the 
UDGLFDOLVP�DQG�H[WUHPLVW�DUH�H[LVW�QRZDGD\V��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQV��

)XUWKHUPRUH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�HFRQRPLFV�DQG�SHDFH��,(3��DV�FLWHG�LQ��5LGZDQ�
& Abdurrahim, 2023) reported that Indonesia at the biggest four country that effected 
WHUURULVP��0HDQZKLOH�LQ�JOREDO�FRQWH[W��,QGRQHVLD�LV�LQ�the 37th rank out of 135 countries. 
7KH�UHSRUW�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�WHUURULVP�LPSDFW�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��HYHQ�
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threaten the security of a country. It also emphasizes on the importance of preventing and 
FRXQWHULQJ�WKH�WHUURULVP��UDGLFDOLVP��DQG�H[WUHPLVP��

+LJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�OHYHO� OLNH�XQLYHUVLW\�SOD\V�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�
terrorism by encouraging and improving students’ understanding on the importance of 
harmony and tolerance (Afrianty, 2012). In this case, the students at university are often 
DV�D�PDLQ�WDUJHW�RI�UDGLFDO�DQG�H[WUHPLVW�LGHRORJLHV��7KXV��LW�LV�FUXFLDO�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�\RXQJ�
generations from propaganda such ideologies by promoting the concept of moderation and 
WROHUDQFH��%DVLW���������$GGLWLRQDOO\��RWKHU�SUREOHPV�VXFK�DV�LQWHUUHOLJLRXV�FRQÁLFWV��5LGZDQ�
& Abdurrahim, 2023) in several universities that caused by religious differences within the 
students, or between student and lecturer. This is also proving that young generation are in 
need to raise their action, thought, and personality to develop the integrity by development 
an attitude of tolerance among various religious communities on campus. In doing so, it 
starts by integrating the concept of moderation, tolerance, and interfaith discourse into 
curriculum. So, young generation can think critically and become an agent of change that 
protects the unity in national level from segregations. 

The integration of religious moderation in the university level was promoted 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�'HFUHH�RI�WKH�*HQHUDO�'LUHFWRU�RI�,VODPLF�(GXFDWLRQ�QXPEHU�����RI������
�5LGZDQ�	�$EGXUUDKLP���������,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��WKH�SROLF\�HPSKDVL]HV�RQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
RI�,VODPLF�UHOLJLRQ�LQWR�WKH�FXUULFXOXP��6R��VWXGHQWV�DW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�OHDUQ�
and understand the religion including the concept of moderation and its practice.

However, most of the universities integrate the concept of moderation into Islamic 
subject rather implement it in the special course like wasatiyyah course at Universitas Islam 
Internasional Indonesia (UIII). In this case, UIII implement the wasatiyyah course as a 
IRXQGDWLRQ�VXEMHFW�ZKLFK�LV�PDQGDWRU\�IRU�DOO�VWXGHQWV�DW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��)XUWKHUPRUH��QRQH�
RI�WKH�VWXGLHV�H[SORUH�RQ�VWXGHQW·�SHUFHSWLRQV�RQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�LI�PRGHUDWLRQ�FODVV�
LQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�OHYHO��+HQFH��WKLV�SDSHU�DLPV�WR�ÀOO�WKH�JDS�E\�H[SORULQJ�RQ�VWXGHQWV·�
perspectives towards the wasatiyyah class as a foundation course in the university with the 
following research questions:
1. What are international students’ perceptions towards the course of Wasatiyyah Islam in 

Universitas Islam Internasional Indonesia? 
2. +RZ� GR� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VWXGHQWV� UHÁHFW� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI�Wasatiyyah Islam in pluralistic 

society?
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7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�VWXG\�LV�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�VWXGHQWV·�YLHZ�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�WRZDUGV�
the implementation of the wasatiyyah class in the university. Consequently, this paper will 
FRQWULEXWH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�WR�UHLPDJLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�wasatiyyah and its practice in education 
ÀHOG��$OVR��WKLV�VWXG\�ZLOO�VSUHDG�DQG�UHFRPPHQG�RQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�wasatiyyah Islam 
as a course within Islamic universities. In addition, this paper will promote the concept 
and the practice of tolerance, harmony, and balance in many aspects of  However, despite 
WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKLV�SROLF\�� LWV� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�UHPDLQV�LQDGHTXDWH��FUHDWLQJ�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�
JDS��7KLV�VWXG\�H[SORUHV�VWXGHQWV·�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�ZDVDWL\\DK�FRXUVH�DW�8,,,�WR�DGGUHVV�
this gap and provide empirical insights on how the concept of moderation can be better 
LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��KHOSLQJ�WR�UHGXFH�UDGLFDOLVP�DQG�VRFLDO�FRQÁLFW

Literature Review

Although almost all groups subscribe to the concept of religious moderation occupying 
a very important position in the life of a Muslim individual, one way one must take it into 
account in attempts to implement it amidst the community is hence to provide enough room 
for it to be implemented in the curriculum taught at various levels of Islamic educational 
LQVWLWXWLRQV��)RU�HGXFDWLRQ��ZLWK�LWV�YDULRXV�W\SHV�DQG�PHWKRGV��VHUYHV�DV�D�SODWIRUP�ZKHUH�
educated people – a small group of a large society – are educated and molded and they are 
WKH�RQHV�ZKR�ZLOO�WKHQ�KDYH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�VRFLHW\�LQ�D�ZLGHU�DQG�PRUH�GLYHUVH�FRQWH[W��,Q�
this way, it is hoped that the dissemination and implementation of religious moderation 
ZLOO�EH�PXFK�PRUH�HIIHFWLYH�DQG�HIÀFLHQW�

,Q�WKH�,QGRQHVLDQ�FRQWH[W��WKURXJK�ODUJH�SURMHFWV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�ODXQFKHG�VLQFH������
�+DQDÀ��HW�DO��������7LP�.HORPSRN�.HUMD�0RGHUDVL�%HUDJDPD�.HPHQWHULDQ�$JDPD�5,��������
7LP�3HQ\XVXQ�.HPHQWHULDQ�$JDPD�5HSXEOLN� ,QGRQHVLD�� ����D�� ����E��� WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�
has paid immense attention to the implementation of religious moderation. This seems 
to be the reason why there is so much attention, especially from the circles of scholars – 
LQFOXGLQJ�IURP�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�²�WRZDUGV�WKLV�FRQFHSW��+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKLV�
research’s literature review, not all works on religious moderation can be thus included 
here. Considering the title of this research which seeks to sew the thread of connection 
between religious moderation and education, this literature review section may only need 
WR�PHQWLRQ� DQG� EULHÁ\� UHYLHZ� VHYHUDO� VHOHFWHG� UHVHDUFK�ZRUNV� WKDW� LQFOXGH� DW� OHDVW� WZR�
elements within themselves: religious moderation and education.
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Among those that can be mentioned here is .HHSLQJ� WKH�PLGGOH�SDWK��PDLQVWUHDPLQJ�
UHOLJLRXV�PRGHUDWLRQ� WKURXJK� ,VODPLF� KLJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ� LQVWLWXWLRQV� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD carried out by 
0XKDPPDG�1DVLU�DQG�0XKDPPDG�.KDLUXO�5LMDO��1DVLU�	�5LMDO���������7KLV�UHVHDUFK�WDNHV�
case studies of three large institutions known in the Islamic higher education landscape in 
Indonesia, namely UIN Malik Ibrahim Malang, Darussalam Gontor University Ponorogo, 
and Ma’had Ali As’adiyah South Sulawesi. Among the conclusions mentioned in this work 
is that the model of religious moderation applied in the three institutions has one thing 
in common: a leaning to a spirit of eclecticism. Meaning, in each institution mentioned, 
various teaching materials considered suitable, best, and supportive for the implementation 
of its respective vision and mission, are selected and included in the curriculum. It is this 
that ultimately gives birth to several indicators of religious moderation such as the spirit of 
nationalism, tolerance, non-violence, and accommodation of local wisdom.

&RPSDUHG� WR� WKH� SUHVHQW� UHVHDUFK�ZKLFK� DOVR� H[DPLQHV� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ�
religious moderation and education, both research do have similarities. Among them is, to 
be sure, that they share two variables in discussion: religious moderation and education. In 
addition, both also set as case studies one and/or several educational institutions that have 
formal academic activities and also non-formal dormitory life. However, what differentiates 
the two is that the UIII, which is the present research’s case study, may be different in several 
aspects compared to the three institutions studied by Nasir’s research. At a relatively young 
age, with the full support of the government, the UIII has been quite successful in declaring 
itself a vibrant, modern, and open Islamic university. Based on this difference, it can be 
clearly seen that the case study of the implementation of religious moderation education at 
the UIII would not be found in Nasir’s research, so its presence is very important to know.

Including research in connection with religious moderation education that is worth 
noting here is an article written by Benny Afwadzi and Miski with the title 5HOLJLRXV�
0RGHUDWLRQ�LQ�,QGRQHVLDQ�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQV��/LWHUDWXUH�5HYLHZ(Afwadzi & Miski, 2021). This 
research can be deemed to be quite comprehensive because it was designed as a literature 
review that collects and reviews various research results regarding the relationship between 
UHOLJLRXV�PRGHUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQ�YDULRXV�
higher education institutions in Indonesia. It sought to emphasize that the spirit of religious 
moderation is part of the core and therefore cannot be separated from Islamic teachings 
WKHPVHOYHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��E\�HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI�YDULRXV�WUDQV�QDWLRQDO�UHOLJLRXV�
organizations such as DO�,NKZDQ� DO�0XVOLPXQ (Muslim Brotherhood) and +L]EXW� 7DKULU�
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,QGRQHVLD (HTI) on various campuses, it is concluded that among the indicators of religious 
moderation that an Indonesian higher educational institution must have is a commitment to 
nationalism, tolerance, non-violence, and accommodating local culture..

(YHQ� WKRXJK� LW� LV� TXLWH� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� LQ� SUHVHQWLQJ� DQG� DQDO\]LQJ� GDWD�� WKLV�
research did not mention how religious moderation education is implemented in the UIII 
environment. This is quite reasonable because, in that year, the UIII had just opened its 
HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDP��)RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ�������WKLV�XQLYHUVLW\·V�
SK\VLFDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RQO\�VWDUWHG�LQ������DQG�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�FODVV�ZDV�RQO\�KHOG�
in 2021. Therefore, it would be very logical if the research written by Afwadzi did not cover 
WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�UHOLJLRXV�PRGHUDWLRQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�WKH�8,,,�DW�DOO��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��D�VWXG\�
that attempts to capture these developments as the present research does deserves attention.

Another research also worth reviewing here is a book recently published in 2023: 
5HOLJLRXV�0RGHUDWLRQ�(GXFDWLRQ�by Heri Gunawan (Gunawan, 2023). This work, which was 
originally the author’s dissertation at the UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung, is quite 
comprehensive in incorporating various aspects of religious moderation and relating them to 
the discourse of Islamic education. Taking two major Islamic boarding schools in West Java, 
i.e. Darussalam Ciamis and Cipasung Tasikmalaya as case studies, this research concluded 
that the religious moderation material implemented in those two institutions is intended 
to engender in the self of each student a tolerant mentality, namely not feeling the most 
righteous in religion. This goal is then reportedly achieved with at least two approaches: 
WKHRUHWLFDO�DQG�SUDFWLFDO��7KH�ÀUVW�LV�WKURXJK�WHDFKLQJ�PDWHULDO�LQ�FODVV�ZKLOH�WKH�VHFRQG�LV�
WKURXJK�H[HPSODU\�HIIRUWV�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�N\DL��WKH�FKDLUPDQ�DQG�FHQWUDO�ÀJXUH�
of the school).

Henri Gunawan’s research has to do with the present research, namely in the sense 
that both are researching religious moderation education in Islamic educational institutions. 
+RZHYHU��LW�DOVR�QHHGV�WR�EH�FODULÀHG�WKDW�HYHQ�WKRXJK�ERWK�DUH�,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��
Islamic boarding schools, and Islamic universities certainly have several differences. Among 
them is that if the two Islamic boarding schools, both Ciamis and Cipasung, tend to be 
local, then the UIII which is the present research’s case study can be seen to be at a global 
level, combining academic activities in the classroom and student dormitory life where 
VWXGHQWV�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG�SDUWDNH��7KLV�LV�RQH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�UHOLJLRXV�
moderation education at the UIII was not found in Gunawan’s research. Therefore, it is also 
LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�UHOLJLRXV�PRGHUDWLRQ�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUPXODWHG��WDXJKW��
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and practiced in the UIII environment – which is the present research’s subject matter – that 
is also an Islamic education cluster in Indonesia.

Among other recent research carried out on how to implement religious moderation 
LQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD�LV�DQ�DUWLFOH�ZULWWHQ�E\�5DKPDGL�DQG�+DPGDQ�ZLWK�
the title 5HOLJLRXV�0RGHUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�&RQWH[W�RI�,VODPLF�(GXFDWLRQ��$�0XOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�3HUVSHFWLYH�
DQG�LWV�$SSOLFDWLRQ�LQ�,VODPLF�(GXFDWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��5DKPDGL�	�+DPGDQ�������LWV�
diverse perspectives and approaches, the implications of religious moderation in education, 
and its practical implementation in Islamic educational institutions. Various perspectives 
on religious moderation education, including theological-normative, sociological, 
DQWKURSRORJLFDO�� DQG� FURVV�FXOWXUDO� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� SHUVSHFWLYHV�� DUH� H[DPLQHG� LQ� GHWDLO��
Normatively, religious moderation education is guided by the concept of \”wasathiyyah\” 
(middle path� In general, this research emphasizes the importance of educational institutions 
LQ�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�UHOLJLRXV�PRGHUDWLRQ��7R�H[SORUH�WKLV��WKH�DXWKRU�RIIHUV�IRXU�DSSURDFKHV�WR�
how moderation can be understood: theology, sociology, anthropology, and cross-cultural 
communication. Theologically, moderation is understood under the umbrella concept of 
wasatiyyah which is clearly mentioned in the Qur’an. Sociologically and anthropologically, 
PRGHUDWLRQ�LV�GHÀQHG�DV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�0XVOLP·V�HIIRUWV�WR�VRFLDOL]H�DQG�DFFXOWXUDWH�ZLWK�
WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��)URP�D�FURVV�FXOWXUDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�SHUVSHFWLYH��D�PRGHUDWH�
Muslim is someone able to communicate well with those who have different cultures and 
traditions from themselves. The concept of religious moderation can then be applied in three 
Islamic education clusters, namely formal madrasas, Islamic boarding schools mostly called 
pesantren, and universities. It is also emphasized that the concept of religious moderation 
will be successful if it is not only taught in classrooms, but also included in the form of 
FXUULFXOXP��ERWK�KLGGHQ�DQG�H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV�

Considering the wording of the title, this research does appear to offer a quite 
FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DQDO\VLV�DQG�H[SORUDWLRQ��)RU��LW�WULHG�WR�GHSLFW�YDULRXV�DVSHFWV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�
moderation implemented in Indonesia. However, for a journal article, this seems less effective 
– something that could be indeed achieved by writing a book or even an encyclopedia. 
$PRQJ�WKH�H[DPSOHV�RI�LQHIIHFWLYHQHVV�DUH�WKH�UDQJH�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHYHOV�VWXGLHG�VXFK�DV�
PDGUDVDV��,VODPLF�ERDUGLQJ�VFKRROV��DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV��7KH�UHVXOW�LV��LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG� LV� EDVHG�PRUH� RQ�',.7,6� �GLUHFWRUDWH�
general of Islamic higher institution) sources. Of course, this makes sense because DIKTIS is 
an organization that serves as an umbrella for many Islamic higher education institutions. 
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However, what then happens is generalization so that the information displayed is too 
general and lacks detail. This is simply because in Indonesia, each university has its own 
characteristics – despite their several similarities. Taking four perspectives, namely theology, 
sociology, anthropology, and cross-cultural communication, is also good. However, because 
it is too broad, there is no detailed background information for each of these perspectives 
and their relationship to religious moderation education in Indonesia. As a result, among 
the consequences of the too-general information conveyed, information regarding the 
implementation of religious moderation at the UIII could not also be found. Therefore, the 
presence of this research which focuses on the UIII as a case study deserves attention.

METHODS 

This qualitative study employs a case study approach to understand students’ 
perspectives on the wasatiyyah course at Universitas Islam Internasional Indonesia (UIII). 
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 6WUDXVV� DQG� &RUELQ� �������� TXDOLWDWLYH� PHWKRGV� DUH� VXLWDEOH� IRU� H[SORULQJ�
FRPSOH[�VFHQDULRV��7KLV�VWXG\�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�UHÁHFWLRQV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�ZDVDWL\\DK�FRXUVH��)RXU�VWXGHQWV�IURP�YDULRXV�IDFXOWLHV��
ages, religions, and nationalities were selected through convenience sampling to ensure 
GLYHUVH� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�� 6HPL�VWUXFWXUHG� LQWHUYLHZV�ZHUH� FRQGXFWHG�� SURYLGLQJ�ÁH[LELOLW\�
to probe deeper into participants’ views. The data were analyzed using the Miles and 
Huberman framework, involving data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. 
(QVXULQJ� FUHGLELOLW\� DQG� WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV�� WKH� VWXG\� HPSOR\HG� PHPEHU� FKHFNLQJ� DQG�
WULDQJXODWLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV���7KRPDV��������S������GHÀQHG�FDVH�VWXG\�LQ�TXDOLWDWLve as follow:

“Case studies are analyses of persons, events, decisions, periods, projects, 
policies, institutions, or other systems that are studied holistically by one or 
more methods. The case that is the subject of the inquiry will be an instance 
of a class of phenomena that provides an analytical frame – an object – within 
ZKLFK�WKH�VWXG\�LV�FRQGXFWHG�DQG�ZKLFK�WKH�FDVH�LOOXPLQDWHV�DQG�H[SOLFDWHV�µ

In doing so, I sought out international students who had completed the wasatiyyah 
FRXUVH�DW�WKH�ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU��7KLV�EHFDXVH�,�EHOLHYH�KDW�,�FRXOG�EHQHÀW�DQG�OHDUQ�IURP�WKHP�
even though they come from different background. To ensure that I had access to various 
perspectives, I made a point to select participants coming from different faculty, age, religion, 
and citizenship by convenience sample. In the end, four students were invited in person and 
by WhatsApp to participate in the study, and all gave consent. 
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In the end, four students were invited in person and by WhatsApp to participate in 
the study, and all gave consent. A total of four international students who had completed 
the course of wasatiyyah participated in this study. These participants represented various 
ÀHOGV�RI�VWXG\��LQFOXGLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HFRQRPLFV��DQG�FDPH�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�EDFNJURXQGV�
in terms of age, religion, and citizenship. The participants were:
1. $�PDVWHU·V�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU��D�0XVOLP�KROGLQJ�7KDL�

citizenship.
2. $�QRQ�0XVOLP�IHPDOH�VWXGHQW�IURP�1LJHULD��FXUUHQWO\�D�PDVWHU·V�VWXGHQW�DW�WKH�)DFXOW\�

RI�(FRQRPLFV�
3. $Q�,QGRQHVLDQ�IHPDOH�VWXGHQW�DW�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�,VODPLF�6WXGLHV�
4. $Q�,QGRQHVLDQ�IHPDOH�VWXGHQW�DW�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�

(DFK�SDUWLFLSDQW�DJUHHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D����PLQXWH�LQWHUYLHZ��GXULQJ�ZKLFK�WKH\�GHVFULEHG�
WKHLU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� SHUFHSWLRQV�� DQG� H[SHULHQFHV� WRZDUGV� WKH� ZDVDWL\\DK� FRXUVH��
$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH\�VKDUHG�WKHLU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�LPSURYHPHQW�RI�WKH�ZDVDWL\\DK�FRXUVH�
in the future.”

´)RU�WKH�ÀUVW�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�VWXGHQWV·�SHUVSHFWLYH�WRZDUGV�ZDVDWL\\DK�
course, I constructed three questions to gain the answers. These questions include:
1. What was your understanding of the concept of wasatiyyah before coming to the 

current university?
2. What are your perspectives on the implementation of the wasatiyyah course as a 

mandatory course?
3. How do you perceive the materials provided in the wasatiyyah course?

1H[W��WZR�TXHVWLRQV�ZHUH�FRQVWUXFWHG�WR�JDLQ�DQVZHUV�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�
UHJDUGLQJ�VWXGHQWV·�UHÁHFWLRQV�RQ�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�GLYHUVLW\�
1. How has your understanding of wasatiyyah evolved after taking the course?
2. +RZ�GR�\RX�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�GLYHUVH�EDFNJURXQGV�

of students in the course?”. 
The data was analyzed using the content analysis method developed by Miles and 

Huberman (Onwuegbuzie & Weinbaum 2016) in three phases: data reduction, data display, 
DQG�YHULÀFDWLRQ��Data Reduction: This step involved summarizing, selecting, and focusing 
the data related to students’ perceptions towards the wasatiyyah course. All interview 
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WUDQVFULSWV�ZHUH� UHDG�PXOWLSOH� WLPHV� WR� LGHQWLI\� VLJQLÀFDQW� VWDWHPHQWV�DQG� WKHPHV��Data 
Display: In this phase, the organized data was displayed in a structured format, such as 
matrices or tables, to facilitate understanding of the overall results and to help in planning 
WKH�QH[W�VWHSV�RI�DQDO\VLV��7KH�WKHPHV�DQG�VXE�WKHPHV�LGHQWLÀHG�ZHUH�YLVXDOO\�SUHVHQWHG�
WR� SURYLGH� D� FOHDU� YLHZ� RI� WKH� ÀQGLQJV��&RQFOXVLRQ�'UDZLQJ� DQG�9HULÀFDWLRQ�� )LQDOO\��
conclusions were drawn by interpreting the displayed data and verifying the consistency 
DQG�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�ÀQGLQJV��7KLV�LQYROYHG�FURVV�FKHFNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�LQLWLDO�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV�
and ensuring that the conclusions were supported by the data collected.

HASIL PENELITIAN DAN PEMBAHASAN

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

7KH�ÀQGLQJV� IURP�WKH� LQWHUYLHZ�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�XVLQJ� WZR�PDLQ�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV�
given earlier: 1) what are international students’ perceptions towards the course of 
Wasatiyyah�,VODP�LQ�,VODPLF�XQLYHUVLW\"����+RZ�GR�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWXGHQWV�UHÁHFW�WKH�FRQFHSW�
of Wasatiyyah�,VODP�LQ�SOXUDOLVWLF�VRFLHW\"�(DFK�RI�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV�FRQVLVWV�RI�VXE�TXHVWLRQV�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�ÀQGLQJ��

There are four participants joined in this study with different background of study, 
ÀHOG�RI�VWXG\��DJH��DQG�FLWL]HQVKLS��7KH�ÀUVW�SDUWLFLSDQW�LV�D�ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU�PDVWHU·V�VWXGHQW�LQ�
WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��6KH�LV�D�0XVOLP�DQG�KROGV�7KDL�FLWL]HQVKLS��7KH�VHFRQG�SDUWLFLSDQW�
LV�D�QRQ�0XVOLP�IHPDOH�VWXGHQW�IURP�1LJHULD��FXUUHQWO\�D�PDVWHU·V�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�)DFXOW\�
RI�(FRQRPLFV��7KH� WKLUG�SDUWLFLSDQW� LV�DQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ� IHPDOH� VWXGHQW� IURP�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�
,VODPLF�6WXGLHV��7KH� IRXUWK�SDUWLFLSDQW� LV�DQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ� IHPDOH�VWXGHQW� IURP�WKH�)DFXOW\�
RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH��2YHUDOO��WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHSUHVHQW�DOO�WKH�IDFXOWLHV�DQG�DV�D�UHÁHFWLRQ�WKH�
diversity at UIII with different background of religion, culture, and identity.

First Research Question

:KDW� DUH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VWXGHQWV·� SHUFHSWLRQV� WRZDUGV� WKH� FRXUVH� RI�:DVDWL\\DK� ,VODP� LQ� ,VODPLF�
XQLYHUVLW\" 

In the beginning of the interview, the participants were asked if they know the term 
wasatiyyah�EHIRUH�HQUROOHG�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��7KH�ÀUVW�VWXGHQW�VDLG�WKDW�VKH�MXVW�NQRZV�WKH�
term in Arabic but have no idea about the concept of wasatiyyah. In addition, the second 
participant, which is a non-Muslim student have no idea at all on the term of wasatiyyah 
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before coming to UIII. On the other hand, the third student which is has an Islamic education 
background already knows and understand the wasatiyyah, so for her the wasatiyyah class 
like repeating what she learns before at the bachelor’s degree. However, the last student 
knows that the term of wasatiyyah was liberal perception before she enrolled to UIII. 

The result shows that the term of wasatiyyah Islam or moderate Islam is unfamiliar 
WHUP� IRU� VRPH� VWXGHQWV� IRU� VRPH� IDFWRUV��)LUVW�� ODFN�RI� LQIRUPDWLRQV� WRZDUGV� WKH� WHUP�RI�
wasatiyyah. Secondly, the effect of political and social aspects in spreading the religious issues 
dominantly. even it was manipulated to emerge some polarization, hence the information 
of wasatiyyah�ZDV�QHJOHFWHG�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO�FRQÁLFWV��7KLUGO\��ODFN�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�ÀHOG��.DPDOL��������

,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI� ,QGRQHVLD�� WKH�WHUP�RI�wasatiyyah Islam was popular since it was 
promoted by the ministry of religious affairs for year ago. In addition, since Indonesia 
known with the biggest population of Muslim which is give advantage to broadcast the term 
WR�,QGRQHVLDQ�SHRSOH��+RZHYHU��WKH�SURPRWLRQ�SURFHVV�VWLOO�ÀQGV�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�ÀHOG��

Table 1. What is your understanding on the concept of wasatiyyah Islam after taking the 
course?

Participants Interview Quotations

1 ´���WKH�EDVLF�FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�,VODP�ZDV�PRGHUDWH�RU�EDODQFH��DQG�KRZ�EHFRPH�D�
PRGHUDWH�0XVOLP���µ

2 ´���ZDVDWL\\DK�,VODP�LV�PRGHUDWLRQ�KRZ�WR�DYRLG�H[WUHPLVP��DOVR�KRZ�WR�OLIH�LQ�XQLW\�LQ�
RXU�PRGHUQ�OLYH��DOVR�KRZ�FLWL]HQ�FDQ�EH�FRUSRUDWH�WR�DYRLG�WKH�VHJUHJDWLRQ���µ

3 ´����,�DP�SUDFWLFLQJ�WKDW�FRQFHSW�LQ�WKLV�XQLYHUVLW\��DQG�QRZ�,�FDQ�GLVWLQJXLVK�SHRSOH�WKDW�
SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�ZDVDWL\\DK�,VODP�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�SUDFWLFLQJ��µ

4 ´���� LW� LV�D�PLGGOH�SDWK� IRU�EHLQJ�D�0XVOLP�WR�SUDFWLFH� WKHLU� UHOLJLRQ�E\�DSSUHFLDWH� WKH�
GLIIHUHQFHV�YLHZV�ZLWK�RWKHUV���µ

Table 1. above shows on students’ understanding towards the concept of wasatiyyah 
Islam after taking the course for one semester. Their perspectives on the idea of wasatiyyah 
Islam is moderation, balance, and middle position between different points of views. This 
LV�LQ�OLQN�ZLWK�WKH�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�wasatiyyah Islam which is a moderation or middle position 
EHWZHHQ� WZR�H[WUHPLWLHV�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� LQ� WKH�$UDELF� ODQJXDJH�wasatiyyah means WDZDVVXW��
LTWLVDG�� ,·WLGDO, and WDZD]XQ� (Kamali, 2015). Interestingly, the third participant stated that 
UIII gives her opportunities to practice the concept within the diversity. This is because she 
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learns wasatiyyah Islam at her bachelor’s degree. Overall, it can be said that students learn 
something from the course, understand, and practice the concept of wasatiyyah Islam.

Table 2. How you see the implementation of wasatiyyah course as mandatory subject at 
UIII?

Participants Interview Quotations
1 ´����LW·V�D�SRVLWLYH�VWHS�WR�EURDGHQ�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�YDOXHV�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�

,VODP�DQG�EDODQFLQJ�LQ�,VODP��7KDW�KHOS�WR�FUHDWH�WKH�PRGHUDWH�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�
LQFOXVLYH�LQ�WKH�DVSHFW�RI�OLYH���µ

2. ´����,�WKLQN�LWV�HIIHFWLYH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�WR�EDODQFH�LQ�ZKDWHYHU�LV�
WKH�ÀHOG���µ

3 ´���,WV� JRRG� IRU� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� XQLYHUVLW\� OLNH�8,,,� DQG� QRW� DOO� WKH� VWXGHQWV� DUH�
0XVOLP��WR�OHDUQ�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ���µ

4 ´����,�DJUHHG�DQG�,�GRQW�KDYH�SUREOHP�RQ�WKDW���µ

Table 2 demonstrates the positive perspectives from four participants on the 
implementation of wasatiyyah class as the mandatory subject for all students at UIII. It also 
shows that they in need to that course in order to welcome the diversity at the campus. 
(VSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKLV�HUD�RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�H[WUHPLVW�DQG�UDGLFDO�JURXSV�VXFK�
DV�-HPDDK�,VODP��-,��ZKLFK�LV�DIÀOLDWHG�ZLWK�$O�4DHGDK��0XMDKLGLQ�,QGRQHVLD�7LPXU��0,7���
DQG�-DPDDK�$QVKDUXG�'DXODK��-$'���5LGZDQ�	�$EGXUUDKLP���������7KXV��WKH�wasatiyyah 
course is crucial, so that students able to distinguish such groups.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� WKH�ÀQGLQJ�VKRZV� WKDW� IURP� WKH�wasatiyyah class they understood the 
QRWLRQ�RI�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�KRZ�WR�HPEHUHFH�LW�LQWR�GDLO\OLIH��)ROORZLQJ�WKDW��WKH�ÀUVW�SDUWLFLSDQW�
said that before she was fell strange to the non-Muslim people, then after learn wasatiyyah 
she can communicate and able to work together with the different believe in the class. This 
OLQNV� WR� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� PRGHUDWLRQ� E\� 5DKPDGL� 	�+DPGDQ� ������� EDVHG� FURVV�FXOWXUDO�
communication and social lens. That moderation can be understood by communicating 
and socializing by surrounding community. Also, from the cross-cultural communication 
SHUVSHFWLYH��PRGHUDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�GHÀQHG�WKDW�LQGLYLGXDO�DEOH�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�
culture and believe. 
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Table 3. What you learn from the wasatiyyah class?

Participants Interview Quotations

1 ´���VXFK�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�PRGHUDWH�,VODP�IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�*DPELD�DQG�1LJHULD��:H�
OHDUQ�VRPH�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHV�RU�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�PRGHUDWH�,VODP���µ

2. ´���LQWURGXFWLRQ� WKH� FRQFHSW�� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� DQG� SUDFWLFH� RI� ZDVDWL\\DK� IURP� RWKHU�
FRXQWULHV���µ

3 ´���� WKH� GHÀQLWLRQV� RI� ZDVDWL\\DK� IURP� WUDGLWLRQDO� ERRNV� �NXWXEXW� WKXURV��� DQG�
ZDVDWL\\DK� IURP�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RI� ,VODPLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�1DKGDWXO�8ODPD�
DQG�0XKDPPDGL\DK���µ

4 ´���8QGHUVWDQGLQJ� ,VODP�� SHUVSHFWLYHV� IURP� RXWVLGH� ,VODP�� KLVWRU\� RI� :DVDWL\DK��
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD���µ

Table 3. above asking the participants about the material they learn for wasatiyyah 
class. It can be seen that the learning materials almost similar for all faculties and level of 
VWXG\�DW�8,,,��,W�LQFOXGHV�WKH�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHUP�wasatiyyah, its theology, the concept of 
wasatiyyah Islam and its practice from several perspectives and countries. Consequently, 
E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FODVV��VWXGHQWV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�RI�wasatiyyah Islam in-depth, 
recognize the characteristics of wasatiyyah Islam, and also identify some issues and 
challenges of the wasatiyyah practice. In my opinion, the learning material such as broad set 
and comprehensive materials that broadens students’ understanding on the concept.  

In addition, during the interview session, we asked the participants about the 
WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRGV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�FODVV��7KH�ÀUVW��VHFRQG��DQG�IRXU�SDUWLFLSDQWV�XVHG�(QJOLVK�
DV�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�ODQJXDJH�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��7KH�FODVV�FRQGXFWHG�RIÁLQH�IRU�PRVW�RI�WLPH�
and the teaching methods used are presentation, discussion, and assignments. However, 
the last participant said that the class was quite boring and less interactive because it used 
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ�XS�WLOO�WKH�ODVW�PHHWLQJ��0HDQZKLOH��WKH�WKLUG�SDUWLFLSDQW�
use Arabic as the instructional language in the classroom since she is at the faculty of 
Islamic studies. Also, she stated that the references used in wasatiyyah class mostly from 
the traditional books or NXWXEXW�WKXURV. This shows that the process of teaching and learning 
focused on student centre learning which is provides advantages for students to gain more 
LQIRUPDWLRQ��NQRZOHGJH��DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�
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Table 4. Do you think the materials in wasatiyyah course relevance to your daily life?

Participants Interview Quotations

1 ´���VXFK�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�PRGHUDWH�,VODP�IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�*DPELD�DQG�1LJHULD���µ

2. ´����LW�VXLWV�WR�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�8,,,���µ

3 “...balancing physically and spritually...”  

4 “...Yes, it’s very relevance like having a classmate with different belief, so we can 
manage our attitude and welcome the diversity...”

Table 4 above discuss on students’ point of views regarding the relevance of 
wasatiyyah·V�PDWHULDOV�WR�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV·�GDLO\�OLYH��,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��WKH�WHUP�RI�GDLO\�OLYH�
UHIHUV�WR�WKH�VWXGHQW�OLYH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�DW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��%\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GHÀQLWLRQ�
of wasatiyyah such as WDZDVVXW��LTWLVDG��,·WLGDO, and WDZD]XQ��students develop their attitudes 
and welcome the diversity inside and outside the campus. Hence, it creates such harmony 
and avoid from segregation in the society.

The quotations above show that the wasatiyyah course its (its or is?) applicable in the 
FRQWH[W�RI�8,,,��2QH�RI�PDWHULDOV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�wasatiyyah class is about the practices of 
wasatiyyah Islam in some countries. In this case, the international student can present the 
information and practice of moderation based on their country. As a result, it broadens their 
understanding towards the wasatiyyah Islam. 

Additionally, the wasatiyyah class also discuss issues and challenges in the practice of 
wasatiyyah�,VODP��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�LVVXH�RQ�IDFWRUV�WKDW�PD\�ZHDNHQ�UHOLJLRXV�PRGHUDWLRQ�
like the conservative religious doctrines in some Islamic school in Indonesia (Zuhdi, 2018). 
Also, the lack of religious literacy among Indonesian people that cause some problems in 
the society like multiculturalism, tolerance, and prejudice (Zuhdi, 2020). Thus, by knowing 
and understanding the current issues and problems, students can update their information 
and insights. This result can be recommendation for other university to implement the 
wasatiyyah course into the curriculum.

Second Research Question

+RZ� GR� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VWXGHQWV� UHÁHFW� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI�:DVDWL\\DK� ,VODP� �WKH� WHUPLQRORJ\� VKRXOG�
EH�FOHDU�RI�ZKHWKHU� LW�DGKHUHV�WR�$UDELF�WUDQVOLWDUDWLRQ��ZDVDWL\\DW�DO�,VODP��RU�(QJOLVK�VWUFXWXUH�
�ZDVDWL\\DK�RI�,VODP���LQ�SOXUDOLVWLF�VRFLHW\"
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Table 5. Does wasatiyyah course have an impact on the way you practice your religion?

Participants Interview Quotations

1 ´���,�ZDV�IHOW�OLNH�LQGRFWULQDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK���µ

2. ´����ZDVDWL\\DK�GRHV�QRW��KDYH��DQ\�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�ZD\�,�SUDFWLFH�P\�UHOLJLRQ���µ

3 ´���1R��LW·V��WKH��VDPH�IRU�PH���µ�

4 ´���<HV��LWV�HIIHFWV�RQ��LW�DIIHFWV�WKH�ZD\��WKH�ZD\�,�SUDFWLFH�P\�EHOLHI���µ

Table 5 above to see the students’ views on the effect of wasatiyyah class towards the 
way they practice their religions. Two participants claim that it was affected on the practice 
RI�WKHLU�EHOLHIV��7KH�ÀUVW�SDUWLFLSDQW�VDLG�WKDW�VRPHKRZ�VKH�IHOW�LQGRFWULQDWHG�E\�WKH�FRQFHSW�
of wasatiyyah. This often happens to her because her background of study was in pesantren 
(boarding school) which different from the knowledge she just learns at UIII. Before, in 
pesantren she perceived the traditional understanding of Islam which is quite strict in terms 
of social activities with other belief. In result, make her keep rethinking about the concept. 
In this case, it could happen to other students which are come from pesantren background 
DV�ZHOO��)LUVWO\��LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SHVDQWUHQ�ZKLFK�LV�DOO�WKH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�0XVOLPV�DQG�WKH\�
XVHG�WR�LW��+HQFH��WKH\�KDYH�QR�H[SHULHQFH�WR�PHHW�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�RWKHU�UHOLJLRQ��
Secondly, they used to learn and practice only the Islamic knowledge from Al-quran and 
+DGLWV��Thus, they tend more too strict on their belief rather to moderate. As a result, the 
wasatiyyah class look like indoctrination for some students. That is why the wasatiyyah should 
make students understand the concept of wasatiyyah and its practice in depth, so they do not 
feel in doubt anymore. 

On the other hand, the last participant claims that wasatiyyah class change (changes) 
her mind towards it concept (its concept). Before she perceived that wasatiyyah Islam was 
radical term that called as ,VODP�1XVDQWDUD��After she took wasatiyyah course, she knows the 
WUXH�GHÀQLWLRQV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�WDKW�EDVHG�RQ�$O�TXUDQ�DQG�6XQQDK��6R�LW�EHFDPH�D�SRVLWLYH�
impact for her. Consequently, it can be said that the wasatiyyah course give a postive impact 
for student at UIII. 

The second and the third participants stated that there is no impact of wasatiyyah 
course on the way they practice their beliefs. The second participant claims that her belief 
also teaches such tolerance and balance knowledge. Also, she said that wasatiyyah is one 
GLUHFWLRQ�ZKLFK� LV� DYRLGLQJ� WKH� H[WUHPLVW� DQG� DVVXUDQFH� WKH�PRGHUDWLRQ��7KH� FRQFHSW� LV�
generally accepted and its widely practiced in her religion. so, it’s not a problem in the 
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ZD\�VKH�SUDFWLFHV�KHU�UHOLJLRQ��0HDQZKLOH��WKH�WKLUG�SDUWLFLSDQW�ZLWK�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�EHIRUH�
comes to UIII in both knowledge and practice, so she felt that wasatiyyah class had no impact 
on her activities. However, in term of social interaction, she stated that wasatiyyah give her a 
positive effect to be a wise person that always in the middle position. Overall, it can be said 
that there are two impacts on students’ belief towards the wasatiyyah concepts which are 
positive and negative impacts.

Table 6��+RZ�GR�\RX�UHÁHFW�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�Wasatiyyah Islam in pluralistic society?

Participants Interview Quotations

1 “...,�UHÁHFW�WKDW�IURP�ZDVDWL\\DK�,�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�QR�QHHG�WR�OLPLWLQJ�RXU�VHOI�IURP�WKH�QRQ�
0XVOLP�IULHQG�DQG�PDNH�RXU�VHOI�EHFRPH�EDODQFH�DQG�WR�EH�IULHQGV�ZLWK�WKHP���µ

2. ´���LW� SURPRWHV� WKH� KDUPRQ\�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� LQ� WKH� FDVH� RI� 8,,,�� VWXGHQWV� IURP� RWKHU�
EDFNJURXQG�FDQ�OLYH�SHDFHIXOO\�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�VHJUHJDWLRQ�RU�UHMHFWLRQ��VR�HYHU\RQH�LV�JLYHQ�
DQ�HTXDO�SULYLOHJH�WR�H[SHULHQFH�LQGLYLGXDO�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\���µ

3 ´����LW�UHÁHFWV�WR�EH�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�VSLULWXDOO\���µ

4 ´����LW�UHÁHFWV�RQ�P\�DWWLWXGH�EHFRPH�PRUH�IULHQGVKLS���µ

7DEOH���LOOXVWUDWHV�RQ�VWXGHQW·V�UHÁHFWLRQ�WRZDUG�wasatiyyah class within the diversity. The four 
SDUWLFLSDQWV�KDYH�D�SRVLWLYH�UHÁHFWLRQ�LQ�VRPH�DVSHFWV�RI�OLIH��,W�DOVR�VKRZLQJ�WKH�DGYDQWDJH�
of learning wasatiyyah�,VODP�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SOXUDOLVWLF�VRFLHW\��,W�LV�D�QDWXUH�WR�
OLIH� LQ� WKH�SOXUDOLW\�DQG�SHRSOH�FDQQRW�DYRLG� LW��)RU�H[DPSOH�� LQ� WKH�FODVVURRP�� LW�PXVW�D�
PXOWLSOLFLW\�OLNH�JDQGHU��DJH��HFRQRPLF��DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��GLIIHUHQW�LQGLYLGXDO�
will have difference mind and characteristics. Consequently, the sense of openness is need 
in order to life in harmony and respectfully.

UIII as a real picture of inclusivity and heterogeneity shows the picture of tolerance 
DQG� RSHQPLQGQHVV� WRZDUGV� WKH� GLIIHUHQFHV�� ,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� WKH� ÀUVW� SDUWLFLSDQW� VKDUHG� KHU�
H[SHULHQFH��VLQFH�VKH�KDV�QRQ�0XVOLP�IULHQGV�LQ�WKH�FODVV��VKH�XVHG�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKHP�DQG�
ZHOFRPLQJ�WKHLU�YLHZV��6KH�DOVR�QRWLFHG�WKDW�KHU�DWWLWXGHV�VXFK�WKULIW\�DQG�QRW�H[WUDYDJDQFH�
LQ�WHUP�RI�ÀQDQFLDO�VKRZV�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�wasatiyyah in Islam.

While, from the non-Muslim point of view reveals the equality for all individuals in 
the university. In this case, she felt that she is respected and appreciated with others, even 
though she is minority in the class. In the discussion, she said that Indonesian people are 
friendly compared to other countries. That is why she felt safety and comfortable to stay in 
dormitory of the campus. 
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,Q�DGGLWLRQ��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�SDUWLFLSDQW·V�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�
wasatiyyah at the university. She able to balance in many aspects of life includes physically 
DQG� VSLULWXDOO\�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ� SUDFWLFLQJ� WKH� LGHD� RI�wasatiyyah class she changed her 
perspective to those who strict in doing prayer �LEDGDK���It means that she is become wise 
and stops to labelling someone which is have different view with her. This positive impact 
should be spread widely, so the practice of labelling or classifying of someone or groups can 
be avoided. 

0RUHRYHU��WKH�ODVW�SDUWLFLSDQW�UHÁHFWHG�WKDW�VKH�XQGHUVWDQGV�DQG�OHDUQ�GLYHUVLW\�IURP�
the wasatiyyah class. This is because the materials in wasatiyyah also provide some discussion 
on different culture and tradition of countries that presented by international students in 
her class. As a result, it affected to her attitude to welcome the multicultural awareness.

Table. 7 What is your recommendation for this course in the future?

Participants Interview Quotations

1 ¶���PRUH�H[SODQDWLRQ�DQG�SUDFWLFH�RQ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�WROHUDQFH���µ

2. ´���,�H[SHFW�D�FRQWLQXH�SRVLWLYH�LPSDFW�IURP�WKH�ZDVDWL\\DK�FODVV���µ

3 ´���WKH� PDWHULDO� VKRXOG� LQYROYH� VRPH� SKHQRPHQD� DV� UHDVRQV� IRU� ZDVDWL\\DK� FODVV� DV�
IRXQGDWLRQ�VXEMHFW�DW�8,,,���µ

4 ´���WKH�WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRG�VKRXOG�EH�YDULHG��VR�VWXGHQW�ZLOO�QRW�IHHO�ERUHG�E\�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�
RQO\���µ

7KH� ODVW� WDEOH� DERYH� GLVSOD\LQJ� RQ� VWXGHQWV·� H[SHFWDWLRQ� WRZDUGV� WKH�wasatiyyah 
FODVV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�VHPHVWHU��,W�DOVR�DV�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�OHFWXUHUV�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
to consider improving the quality of the teaching and learning wasatiyyah course at UIII. 
Overall, it includes teaching material, teaching methods, and facilitations. 

)LUVW��LQ�WHUPV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�PDWHULDO��WKH�wasatiyyah course should be more relevance 
that includes the uptodate issues regarding moderation and it challenges. In doing so, 
lecturers can provide the material such as article from the international journal and various 
GDWD�EDVH��6HFRQGO\��PL[�PHWKRGV�RI� WHDFKLQJ�DUH�QHHGHG� LQ�RUGHU� WR�FUHDWH�DQ� LQFOXVLYH�
OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW��)RU�H[DPSOH��E\�YDU\LQJ� WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�VXFK�DV�JDPH�WR�HQFRXUDJH�
students’ participations in classroom. In addition, the assessment can be replaced from the 
paper-based method to project-based method.
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CONCLUSION

�(GXFDWLRQ�SOD\V�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�LQ�UHLPDJLQLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�LQ�,VODP��
which has been neglected in Islamic education. Universitas Islam Internasional Indonesia 
VHUYHV�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�E\�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ZDVDWL\\DK�DV�D�PDQGDWRU\�FRXUVH�
for all students at the university. The study results provide evidence of the positive effects 
RI�WKLV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��)LUVWO\��VWXGHQWV�H[KLELW�D�SRVLWLYH�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
WKH�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�UHODWHG� WR�ZDVDWL\\DK��6HFRQGO\�� VWXGHQWV� UHÁHFW�SRVLWLYHO\�
on practicing wasatiyyah Islam in diverse settings. In conclusion, it is recommended to 
integrate the study of wasatiyyah Islam into the Islamic curriculum for sustainability and 
further development of the discussed concept
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