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Abstract 

This study aims to explore the integration of multicultural education and Islamic character 
development among police students at Sekolah Polisi Negara (SPN), Indonesia. Multicultural 
education plays a pivotal role in fostering inclusivity and understanding in diverse societies, 
particularly in a multicultural country like Indonesia. Given SPN's significance in shaping 
future law enforcement officers, understanding the role of multicultural education and 
Islamic character development is crucial. This qualitative study engaged with SPN students, 
instructors, and administrators to investigate the strategies and approaches employed in 
integrating multicultural education and Islamic values into the curriculum. Findings reveal a 
comprehensive approach that emphasizes cultural understanding, respect, and empathy 
among students while incorporating teachings from Islamic jurisprudence to align 
professional conduct with ethical principles. Through narrative analysis, this study sheds 
light on the multifaceted dimensions of multicultural education and Islamic character 
development at SPN, offering insights into the preparation of culturally competent and 
ethically grounded law enforcement officers in a diverse society. 
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Introduction 

 Multiculturalism has emerged as a subject of extensive research and has been 

elucidated by scholars across various fields such as anthropology (Kumbara et al., 2020; 

Turner, 1993), sociology (Zilola et al., 2023), education (Firdaus et al., 2020; Ford, 2021; 

Kalantzis & Cope, 2020), and political (Chin, 2021). Multiculturalism entails the 

recognition and appreciation of cultural diversity, as well as the rights of individuals 

and groups to maintain their identities within a society (Song, 2010). This concept, 

adapted from the perspectives of Charles Taylor and Will Kymlicka, has gained 

increasing relevance and importance in an era of globalization, which has significantly 

reduced distances and intensified intercultural interactions. Multiculturalism mirrors 

the acknowledgment of cultural diversity as a hallmark of modern society. As a 

phenomenon evolving globally, multiculturalism not only highlights ethnic, cultural, 

and religious diversity but also advocates for the respect of the rights of individuals and 

groups to preserve their identities.  

The phenomenon of multiculturalism has become integral to Indonesia's 

national identity, reflecting its diverse cultural richness and historical heritage. 

Indonesia, as a country abundant in cultural, ethnic, and religious diversity, provides a 

solid foundation for multiculturalism (Saraswati & Manalu, 2023). From west to east, 

Indonesia showcases a myriad of cultural treasures that define its distinctiveness. In the 

context of globalization, a deep understanding of multiculturalism in Indonesia is 

crucial in building an inclusive, fair, and harmonious society. The promotion of 

multicultural is very essential in all aspects of life.  

In education, multiculturalism plays a vital role in nurturing a generation that 

values diversity and fosters respect for all cultures. Multicultural education in Indonesia 

is an effort to strengthen cultural diversity within the education system and has critical 

role as a stimulant for ethical involvement among students (Rosyad, 2020). In the 

context of a society rich in diversity, multicultural education is key to building an 

inclusive learning environment and preparing the younger generation to face the 

challenges of globalization with a broader understanding.  

Numerous studies have highlighted the significance of multicultural education 

and its diverse impacts. Multicultural education fosters a harmonious interaction 

among diverse cultural groups, promoting peaceful coexistence and enhancing 

teachers' nuanced understanding of multicultural learning dynamics (Saihu et al., 2022). 

Furthermore, it facilitates children's enriched cultural knowledge and comprehension 

while instilling anti-racism norms within the classroom setting (Verkuyten & Thijs, 

2013). Notably, research suggests that multicultural education is particularly effective 

in mitigating racial attitudes, especially in urban environments (Okoye-Johnson, 2011). 

Additionally, equipping teachers with multicultural education training can enhance 

their efficacy in working with diverse student populations (Brady & Esmail, 2019). 

Moreover, students perceive their higher education studies as instrumental in their 
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personal development, with multicultural environments significantly enhancing their 

professional competencies (Karacsony et al., 2022). Therefore, multicultural education, 

by fostering inclusive learning environments and promoting societal cohesion, plays a 

pivotal role beneficial for pedagogy, educators, and students alike. 

The integration of multicultural education and Islamic character education is 

essential in Indonesia's diverse society. By incorporating Islamic values, ethics, and 

teachings into the educational curriculum, schools can instill moral integrity, 

compassion, and social responsibility in students, fostering a strong sense of identity 

and belonging within the Muslim community (Ibrahim et al., 2023). Thus, the 

combination of multicultural education and Islamic character education creates a 

comprehensive framework for nurturing well-rounded individuals capable of 

contributing positively to society.  

Numerous scholarly studies emphasize the complementary relationship 

between multicultural education and Islamic character development, both integral in 

nurturing moral integrity and cultural proficiency within diverse societies (Hatta et al., 

2022; Rosyad, 2020). Teachers play a central role by not only incorporating multicultural 

perspectives into their pedagogy but also by exposing students to a diverse array of 

cultures, traditions, and religions (Alfarisi & Darmiyanti, 2023). Through the seamless 

integration of multicultural educational communication into Islamic Education and 

Character Development (IECD), educators facilitate the cultivation of virtues such as 

ethical conduct, discipline, and empathy, essential components of students' holistic 

development (Kartikawati, 2019). Furthermore, the convergence of multicultural 

education and Islamic character development fosters inclusive learning environments 

that promote respect, empathy, and cross-cultural understanding across diverse 

cultural backgrounds within Indonesia's educational milieu (Rosyad, 2020). While 

multicultural education promotes tolerance and intercultural empathy, Islamic 

character education reinforces universal values such as compassion and justice, which 

are fundamental for navigating the complexities of multiculturalism in Indonesian 

schools. In summary, the symbiotic interplay between multicultural education and 

Islamic character development not only enhances students' moral fabric but also equips 

them with the cultural competence necessary to thrive in Indonesia's heterogeneous 

society, thereby fostering ethical responsibility and cultural proficiency among future 

generations. 

The National Police Academy (SPN) is one of Indonesia state school that 

dedicated to the rigorous training and education of future law enforcement officers in 

Indonesia. Established with the mission of producing highly competent and morally 

upright personnel for the Indonesian National Police, SPN adheres to a curriculum 

designed to instill professionalism, modern policing techniques, and ethical conduct 

among its cadets. Through a combination of theoretical instruction, practical exercises, 

and immersive training programs, SPN cultivates individuals capable of upholding the 
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principles of justice, maintaining public order, and serving the community with 

distinction. 

The urgency of selecting the National Police Academy (SPN) as the educational 

platform intersects significantly with the principles of multicultural education and 

Islamic character development. The State Police School (SPN) is an educational 

institution within the Indonesian National Police that trains police personnel. Based on 

the decision of the head of the police education and training institution number 

kep/587/2016 dated October 25, 2016. SPN's mission to produce highly competent and 

morally upright law enforcement personnel aligns with the goals of multicultural 

education, which emphasize respect for diverse cultural backgrounds and fostering 

inclusive communities. By instilling professionalism, modern policing techniques, and 

ethical conduct, SPN contributes to creating a culturally sensitive and socially 

responsible police force capable of serving diverse communities with fairness and 

equity. Moreover, SPN's emphasis on ethical integrity resonates with Islamic character 

development, which emphasizes moral values, integrity, and compassion. By 

integrating these principles into its curriculum, SPN not only cultivates individuals who 

uphold justice and maintain public order but also instills Islamic virtues such as 

honesty, humility, and empathy. This holistic approach to education ensures that 

graduates of SPN embody not only professional excellence but also the ethical 

principles that are essential for effective law enforcement in a multicultural society with 

Islamic values at its core. 

There have been many previous studies which deal with multicultural education 

and character education. However, there is no single study that deals specifically with 

the integration of these principles within the context of the National Police Academy 

(SPN). Through the lens of narrative inquiry, this research will illuminate the lived 

experiences and stories of individuals involved in the process, providing a deeper 

understanding of how multicultural education and character development are 

conceptualized, implemented, and experienced within the context of SPN. 

Additionally, by centering the voices and narratives of those directly impacted by these 

initiatives, this study will offer a more holistic and contextually grounded perspective 

on the integration of multicultural education and character development within law 

enforcement training institutions. 

Multicultural education and Islamic character are progressively being integrated 

into educational frameworks worldwide for their profound impacts on fostering 

inclusive learning environments and nurturing well-rounded individuals. This 

integration acknowledges the rich diversity present in society and aims to cultivate 

mutual respect, understanding, and appreciation among students from various cultural 

and religious backgrounds. 
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Multicultural Education Dimension 
Multicultural education is an approach to teaching and learning that 

acknowledges and values the cultural diversity present in today's classrooms. It 

recognizes that students come from various cultural backgrounds, each with its own 

unique perspectives, experiences, and contributions (Akhmadi, 2019). James A. Banks' 

framework of multicultural education comprises five interrelated dimensions essential 

for promoting inclusivity and understanding within educational settings. The first 

dimension, content integration, underscores the infusion of diverse cultural 

perspectives and content into the curriculum across various academic subjects (Rouf, 

2016). The knowledge construction process emphasizes critical analysis and 

interpretation of information from multiple cultural viewpoints, challenging prevailing 

biases and stereotypes. Subsequently, the dimension of prejudice reduction focuses on 

cultivating positive attitudes, empathy, and respect toward cultural differences through 

educational interventions (Effendi, 2003). Equity pedagogy addresses the adaptation of 

teaching strategies, materials, and assessments to accommodate the diverse learning 

needs of students, thereby ensuring equitable academic opportunities. Lastly, 

empowering school culture and social structures entail creating an inclusive and 

supportive educational environment that celebrates diversity, advocates for social 

justice, and addresses systemic inequities through policy and practice reform (Khan et 

al., 2020). 

Islamic Character Dimension 
Islamic character refers to the set of moral and ethical values derived from Islamic 

teachings and principles. It encompasses virtues such as honesty, integrity, humility, 

compassion, justice, patience, and generosity (Ibrahim et al., 2023). Islamic character is 

cultivated through studying and understanding the Quran and Hadith (sayings and 

actions of the Prophet Muhammad), as well as through emulating the exemplary 

behavior of prophets and righteous individuals in Islamic history (Rifa’i et al., 2021). It 

emphasizes the importance of moral conduct in all aspects of life, including personal 

behavior, interactions with others, and societal responsibilities. Islamic character 

education aims to instill these values in individuals to guide their actions, decisions, and 

relationships, ultimately fostering a virtuous and ethical society based on Islamic 

principles. According to Halstead (2007), Islamic morality can be categorized into three 

distinct dimensions, each contributing to the development of Islamic spiritual character 

values. These dimensions include; firstly, the obligations, duties, and responsibilities 

outlined in the sharī'ah, or Islamic law. Secondly, the values and manners associated 

with proper upbringing, reflecting societal and cultural norms. Thirdly, the personal 

qualities of character that individuals are expected to demonstrate in their daily lives, 

encompassing virtues such as honesty, integrity, compassion, and humility. These 

dimensions are meant to be aligned with the core principles of Islam, emphasizing the 
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relationship between individuals and God (khāliq), society (mu'āmalah), and the 

environment ('ālam). 

This research employs a narrative research design, which is a qualitative 

approach focused on understanding individuals' experiences and perspectives through 

storytelling. Narrative research seeks to explore the lived experiences of participants by 

collecting and analyzing their personal narratives or stories (Cresswell, 2012). By 

emphasizing participants' voices and lived realities, narrative research enables 

researchers to uncover rich insights into the complexities of human experiences and 

behaviors. Through this approach, the study aims to capture the nuanced 

understandings of the participants regarding the subject matter, allowing for a deeper 

exploration of their thoughts, emotions, and perceptions. 

Participants in the narrative analysis focusing on multicultural education and 

Islamic character within a national police school context encompass various 

stakeholder’s integral to the educational milieu. These participants may include 

teachers, instructors, administrators, and students actively involved in the National 

Police School (SPN) community. Through structured interviews, observations, and 

document analysis, these participants share their experiences, perspectives, and 

practices related to multicultural education and the integration of Islamic values within 

the educational setting. Their narratives contribute to a comprehensive understanding 

of the cultural dynamics, pedagogical strategies, and institutional frameworks shaping 

the promotion of multiculturalism and Islamic character within the SPN environment. 

Narrative analysis, within the context of the described research endeavor, is 

intricately intertwined with the utilization of interview, observation, and 

documentation guidelines. These guidelines serve as crucial instruments for capturing 

and interpreting the narratives of stakeholders within the National Police School (SPN) 

regarding multicultural education and Islamic character development. 

Interview Guidelines: By employing interview guidelines, researchers 

systematically collect narratives from teachers and instructors at SPN, allowing them to 

articulate their strategies and behavioral patterns in cultivating educational values. 

These narratives unveil the lived experiences, challenges, and successes of educators, 

providing rich insights into the cultural nuances and pedagogical approaches shaping 

multicultural education and Islamic character within SPN. 

Observation Guidelines: The observation guidelines complement narrative 

analysis by facilitating the systematic observation and documentation of behaviors, 

interactions, and practices related to multicultural education and Islamic character 

within SPN. Through careful observation, researchers capture the narratives embedded 

within everyday practices, rituals, and social dynamics, thereby illuminating the tacit 

knowledge and cultural norms underpinning educational endeavors within the 

institution. 
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Documentation Guidelines: Documentation guidelines ensure the 

comprehensive capture and analysis of various textual and visual artifacts pertinent to 

multicultural education and Islamic character initiatives within SPN. By meticulously 

documenting official records, curriculum materials, and educational policies, 

researchers unveil the institutional narratives that shape educational practices and 

priorities within SPN, providing critical contextual insights for narrative analysis. 

Overall, the integration of interview, observation, and documentation guidelines 

facilitates a multi-layered narrative analysis approach, enabling researchers to uncover 

and interpret the diverse narratives embedded within the educational practices and 

policies of SPN. Through this narrative lens, researchers gain a deeper understanding 

of the lived experiences, cultural dynamics, and institutional narratives shaping 

multicultural education and Islamic character development within the National Police 

School. 

The data collection procedure for narrative analysis on multicultural education 

and Islamic character in a National Police School (SPN) involves several key steps: First, 

participant selection focuses on identifying a diverse range of individuals from the SPN 

community, including teachers, instructors, administrators, and students, to capture 

various perspectives. Informed consent is then obtained from all participants, ensuring 

they understand the study's purpose, confidentiality measures, and their rights. 

Structured interviews are conducted using tailored guidelines to elicit narratives on 

multicultural education and Islamic character development, with probing questions to 

uncover deeper themes. Observations are carried out using systematic guidelines to 

document behaviors, interactions, and practices related to these themes within SPN, 

recorded through detailed field notes. Documentation guidelines guide the collection 

of textual and visual artifacts such as official records, curriculum materials, and 

educational policies, which are analyzed for themes and institutional narratives. 

Triangulation of data from interviews, observations, and documentation helps validate 

findings and ensures a comprehensive analysis by comparing narratives across 

different sources. Ethical considerations are maintained throughout the process, 

ensuring participant confidentiality, informed consent, and respect for cultural 

sensitivities, with transparency and integrity upheld to maintain research 

trustworthiness. Finally, data analysis employs narrative analysis techniques to identify 

recurring themes, patterns, and narratives related to multicultural education and 

Islamic character, interpreting findings in light of research objectives, theoretical 

frameworks, and contextual insights. This thorough data collection procedure enables 

researchers to systematically gather and analyze narratives, providing valuable insights 

for educational practice and policy formulation within the National Police School. 

The data analysis process in the present research endeavors to delve into the 

multifaceted narratives surrounding multicultural education and Islamic character 

development within the unique context of the National Police School (SPN). Through a 
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meticulous examination of interviews, observations, and documentation, this analysis 

aims to uncover the rich tapestry of experiences, perspectives, and practices shaping 

educational endeavors within SPN. Thematic coding will be employed to identify 

recurrent themes and patterns, illuminating the cultural dynamics, pedagogical 

strategies, and institutional narratives underpinning multicultural education and 

Islamic character within the institution (Guo, 2023; Sugiyono, 2014). By contextualizing 

the findings within the broader socio-cultural context and integrating them with 

existing theories, this analysis seeks to offer insights that are not only academically 

robust but also practically relevant for enhancing educational practices and policies 

within SPN and beyond.  

Data analysis for this research encompasses several comprehensive steps: 

Transcription involves creating written records of all interviews and observations to 

capture participants' narratives. Coding then categorizes this data into meaningful 

themes and patterns related to multicultural education and Islamic character 

development, such as cultural diversity, pedagogical approaches, challenges faced, and 

successes achieved. Narrative construction follows, where coded data is used to create 

cohesive narratives that reflect the multifaceted nature of these topics within the 

National Police School (SPN). Interpretation places these narratives and themes within 

the broader context of the research objectives, theoretical frameworks, and institutional 

dynamics, considering the influence of cultural norms, educational policies, and social 

dynamics. A comparison and contrast phase examine narratives across different 

participant groups, data sources, and contextual factors to identify commonalities, 

discrepancies, and divergent perspectives. Contextualization situates the findings 

within the broader socio-cultural context of the national police force and Indonesia's 

educational landscape, considering historical legacies, political dynamics, and societal 

norms. Theory integration aligns the findings with existing theories and literature on 

multicultural education, Islamic pedagogy, and narrative analysis, exploring 

frameworks like critical pedagogy, cultural responsiveness, and intersectionality. 

Finally, implications and recommendations are drawn for educational practice, policy 

formulation, and future research, aiming to foster inclusive learning environments, 

promote cultural diversity awareness, and enhance the integration of Islamic values 

within SPN's educational curriculum. By conducting a rigorous data analysis process, 

researchers can uncover rich insights into the complexities of multicultural education 

and Islamic character development within the National Police School, contributing to 

the advancement of knowledge and the enhancement of educational practices in this 

unique institutional context. 
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The Implementation of Multicultural Education Values 
The National Police Academy (SPN), with its diverse student body comprising 

individuals from various ethnic, religious, and social backgrounds, embodies a 

multicultural environment. Positive interactions among individuals from different 

societal strata strengthen national unity and continuity. Conversely, negative 

interactions pose a threat to national integrity and cohesion. To mitigate such threats, a 

profound understanding of the multicultural candidates' lives is essential. The direct 

implementation of multicultural education in the academy by the POLRI Training and 

Education Institute (Lemdiklat POLRI) is crucial. 

Multicultural education, as an exploration of diversity, aims to acknowledge 

differences as inherent and teaches individuals to respond to them with tolerance and 

an egalitarian spirit. Students' understanding of multicultural values varies widely, 

whether they are from Javanese or non-Javanese ethnic backgrounds. Four categories 

of responses regarding multiculturalism understanding were identified: (1) 

multiculturalism as a condition where various cultures coexist, (2) multiculturalism as 

the coexistence of diverse religious, racial, gender, and cultural aspects, (3) 

multiculturalism as different cultural interactions that are considered equal, and (4) 

multiculturalism as the positive interaction among cultures from different regions. 

The multicultural values understood by the students include mutual respect, 

appreciation, tolerance, unity, cooperation, and solidarity among ethnicities. Students 

have grasped the multicultural values instilled in SPN's education. This observation is 

supported by Dava Satriya, a police cadet at SPN Purwokerto, who notes the consistent 

embedding of multicultural values in their education. 

The cultivation of multicultural values at the National Police Academy is realized 

through character formation, emphasizing tolerance, democracy, prioritizing dialogue, 

patriotism, inclusivity, mutual assistance, humanity, and goodwill. Each dormitory at 

SPN features a diversity corner showcasing students' creative works, fostering cultural 

awareness. The celebration of religious holidays organized by the academy introduces 

religious diversity. The school's policies play a crucial role in promoting multicultural 

education. However, the implementation of multicultural education faces obstacles, 

despite the institution's philosophy of educating students from diverse cultural and 

social backgrounds. 

During observations at SPN, it was observed that the school provides multicultural-

themed books in libraries and reading corners in classrooms. However, specific training 

on diversity values for educators is lacking. Multicultural education integration into 

lessons is not consistently accompanied by specific strategies for educators. Despite 

challenges, tolerance is promoted during religious celebrations, which is crucial in a 

multicultural nation. 
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Multicultural education has been implemented since SPN's establishment, 

integrated into various subjects rather than being a standalone subject. Educators often 

incorporate multicultural values into morning and day carpet sessions, discussing 

students' challenges and instilling multicultural values. The academy also celebrates 

cultural events to promote multicultural awareness. The cultivation of multicultural 

values at SPN emphasizes inclusivity and diversity acceptance, fostering tolerance 

among students. Through education and practical examples, students learn the 

importance of tolerance and multiculturalism. 

In conclusion, the multicultural values applied at SPN encompass mutual respect, 

appreciation, tolerance, unity, cooperation, and solidarity among ethnicities. Failure to 

understand these values may lead to adverse consequences, as highlighted by IPDA 

Purwanto, an instructor, who notes potential conflicts arising from the failure to 

appreciate internal values. Moreover, perceptions among Javanese and non-Javanese 

students regarding each other indicate indirect cultural learning.  

Value of Islamic Character at Sekolah Polisi Negara (SPN) 
The findings regarding Islamic character education at the National Police Academy 

(SPN) underscore a comprehensive integration of Islamic values within the institution's 

educational framework. Through interviews and observations, it becomes evident that 

SPN prioritizes the cultivation of Islamic character traits among its cadets. These traits 

include integrity, discipline, empathy, and a strong sense of duty, aligning with the 

principles of Islam. Islamic character education is interwoven into various aspects of 

SPN's curriculum, including classroom instruction, extracurricular activities, and 

dormitory life. 

Interviews with instructors and educators reveal a concerted effort to instill Islamic 

values through both formal and informal channels. The curriculum is designed to 

incorporate teachings from the Quran and Hadith, providing cadets with a foundation 

in Islamic principles. Additionally, extracurricular activities such as religious 

ceremonies and cultural events further reinforce these values, fostering a sense of 

community and belonging among cadets. 

Furthermore, the physical environment of SPN reflects the importance placed on 

Islamic character development. Prayer facilities are readily available, and Islamic 

artwork and literature are prominently displayed throughout the campus. These 

elements serve as constant reminders of the importance of Islamic values in the lives of 

cadets. 

Despite these efforts, challenges remain in fully realizing the objectives of Islamic 

character education at SPN. Limited resources and competing priorities may hinder the 

implementation of comprehensive Islamic character development programs. 

Additionally, the diverse backgrounds and beliefs of cadets present a challenge in 

ensuring uniformity in the interpretation and application of Islamic teachings. 
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In conclusion, the findings suggest that SPN has made significant strides in 

integrating Islamic character education into its curriculum and campus culture. 

However, ongoing efforts are needed to address challenges and ensure that Islamic 

values remain central to the institution's mission of producing morally upright and 

ethically grounded law enforcement personnel. 

Relationship between Multicultural Education and Islamic Character at Sekolah 
Polisi Negara (SPN) 

The examination of multicultural education and Islamic character at the National 

Police Academy (SPN) reveals a nuanced relationship between the two concepts within 

the institution's educational framework. Multicultural education aims to foster an 

understanding and appreciation of diverse cultural backgrounds among cadets, while 

Islamic character development focuses on instilling Islamic values and principles. 

Despite their distinct objectives, these two components intersect in several key areas 

within the SPN curriculum and campus environment. 

Firstly, multicultural education serves as a foundation for promoting inclusivity and 

respect for diversity, which are also fundamental principles in Islam. Cadets are 

exposed to a variety of cultural perspectives and practices, encouraging them to 

cultivate open-mindedness and empathy towards individuals from different 

backgrounds. This aligns with Islamic teachings that emphasize the importance of 

treating others with kindness and compassion regardless of their cultural or ethnic 

identity. 

Secondly, the integration of Islamic character education complements multicultural 

education by providing cadets with a moral and ethical framework rooted in Islamic 

principles. The values of integrity, honesty, and fairness promoted in Islamic character 

development resonate with the ideals of multiculturalism, as they emphasize the 

importance of upholding universal ethical standards in diverse social contexts. 

Moreover, multicultural education and Islamic character development mutually 

reinforce each other in shaping the attitudes and behaviors of cadets. By promoting 

cross-cultural understanding and ethical conduct, these educational components 

contribute to the cultivation of well-rounded and socially responsible law enforcement 

professionals. Cadets are encouraged to embody the principles of multiculturalism and 

Islamic character in their interactions with colleagues, community members, and the 

broader society. 

However, challenges exist in fully integrating multicultural education and Islamic 

character development at SPN. Differences in interpretation and implementation may 

arise due to the diverse backgrounds and beliefs of cadets and instructors. Additionally, 

resource constraints and institutional priorities may impact the extent to which these 

educational components are effectively implemented within the curriculum. 
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In conclusion, while multicultural education and Islamic character development 

represent distinct aspects of the educational experience at SPN, they intersect in 

promoting values of inclusivity, respect, and ethical conduct among cadets. By 

recognizing and leveraging the synergies between these two components, SPN can 

further enhance its efforts to produce culturally sensitive and morally upright law 

enforcement professionals capable of navigating the complexities of a diverse and 

interconnected world. 

Multicultural Education of police students in Sekolah Polisi Negara (SPN) 
Multicultural education at the National Police Academy (SPN) serves as a critical 

component in preparing law enforcement officers to navigate the diverse social 

landscape of contemporary society. Rooted in the principles of inclusivity and diversity, 

multicultural education aims to foster an understanding and appreciation of different 

cultural perspectives among cadets. However, to comprehensively understand the 

implementation of multicultural education at SPN, it is essential to explore James A. 

Banks' theory of multicultural education dimensions. 

Banks' theory posits five dimensions of multicultural education, each addressing 

different aspects of cultural diversity within educational settings. The first dimension, 

content integration, emphasizes the infusion of diverse cultural perspectives into the 

curriculum across various subject areas. At SPN, content integration could involve 

incorporating case studies, scenarios, and examples that reflect the multicultural 

realities encountered by law enforcement officers in their professional practice. 

The second dimension, knowledge construction process, underscores the 

importance of critically examining and challenging existing knowledge structures to 

include diverse cultural viewpoints. Cadets at SPN could engage in discussions and 

debates that encourage them to question stereotypes, biases, and misconceptions about 

different cultural groups, thus fostering a more nuanced understanding of cultural 

diversity. 

The third dimension, prejudice reduction, focuses on promoting attitudes of respect, 

empathy, and appreciation towards individuals from diverse backgrounds. Through 

workshops, training sessions, and community engagement activities, SPN could 

facilitate interactions between cadets and members of diverse communities, fostering 

mutual understanding and empathy while combating stereotypes and prejudice. 

The fourth dimension, equity pedagogy, advocates for the use of teaching methods 

and strategies that accommodate the diverse learning styles and cultural backgrounds 

of students. At SPN, instructors could employ active learning techniques, cooperative 

group activities, and experiential learning opportunities that cater to the diverse needs 

and preferences of cadets from various cultural backgrounds. 

Finally, the fifth dimension, empowering school culture and social structure, calls 

for the creation of inclusive and supportive learning environments that empower 
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students from marginalized or underrepresented groups. SPN could implement 

policies, programs, and initiatives that promote diversity, equity, and inclusion within 

its campus community, thereby fostering a sense of belonging and empowerment 

among cadets from diverse backgrounds. 

In conclusion, by aligning its practices with the dimensions of multicultural 

education proposed by James A. Banks, SPN can enhance its efforts to prepare 

culturally competent and socially responsible law enforcement officers capable of 

effectively serving diverse communities. Through a comprehensive approach that 

integrates diverse cultural perspectives into the curriculum, challenges biases and 

stereotypes, and fosters inclusive learning environments, SPN can contribute to the 

advancement of multicultural education within the law enforcement profession. 

Islamic Character of Police Students at Sekolah Polisi Negara (SPN) 
In the context of the National Police Academy (SPN), the integration of Islamic 

character development aligns with the dimensions outlined by Halstead (2007), offering 

a comprehensive framework for nurturing moral and ethical values among future law 

enforcement officers.  

Firstly, the dimension of obligations, duties, and responsibilities outlined in the 

sharī'ah underscores the importance of aligning professional conduct with Islamic law. 

Within the SPN curriculum, cadets are guided to understand and uphold the principles 

of justice, fairness, and accountability as prescribed by Islamic teachings. This 

dimension serves as a cornerstone for ethical decision-making and responsible behavior 

in law enforcement roles, emphasizing adherence to legal and ethical standards 

grounded in Islamic principles. 

Secondly, the dimension of values and manners associated with proper upbringing 

emphasizes the cultivation of virtuous behavior and ethical conduct in accordance with 

societal and cultural norms. SPN endeavors to instill values such as respect, integrity, 

and compassion, reflecting the broader societal expectations and professional standards 

upheld within the law enforcement community. Through structured training and 

immersive experiences, cadets are equipped with the necessary skills and attitudes to 

navigate diverse social contexts and uphold ethical standards in their interactions with 

the public. 

Lastly, the dimension of personal qualities of character highlights the intrinsic 

virtues that individuals are expected to embody in their daily lives. At SPN, cadets are 

encouraged to cultivate qualities such as honesty, integrity, compassion, and humility, 

which serve as foundational pillars of ethical leadership and moral integrity. Through 

role modeling, mentorship, and reflective practices, cadets develop a strong sense of 

personal accountability and ethical responsibility, essential for upholding the trust and 

confidence of the communities they serve. 
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In conclusion, the integration of Islamic character development at SPN is guided by 

the dimensions outlined by Halstead (2007), offering a holistic approach to moral and 

ethical education for future law enforcement officers. By incorporating Islamic 

principles into the curriculum and fostering the development of values, manners, and 

personal qualities of character, SPN prepares cadets to uphold the highest standards of 

professionalism, integrity, and service in their roles as guardians of law and order. 

Multicultural education and Islamic character of police students at Sekolah Polisi 
Negara (SPN) 

In the context of Sekolah Polisi Negara (SPN), the integration of multicultural 

education and Islamic character development is essential for fostering a diverse and 

inclusive learning environment that prepares future law enforcement officers to serve 

effectively in a multicultural society. Drawing from the dimensions outlined by 

Halstead (2007) for Islamic character and the framework for multicultural education, 

this discussion explores how SPN addresses these dimensions to promote cultural 

understanding, ethical conduct, and professional excellence among its cadets. 

Firstly, regarding the dimension of obligations, duties, and responsibilities outlined 

in Islamic law (sharī'ah), SPN incorporates teachings from Islamic jurisprudence into its 

curriculum to guide cadets in aligning their professional conduct with Islamic 

principles. This dimension emphasizes the importance of upholding justice, fairness, 

and accountability in law enforcement roles, while also respecting the diverse cultural 

and religious backgrounds of the communities they serve. By integrating Islamic legal 

principles into training modules and ethical guidelines, SPN ensures that cadets 

develop a deep understanding of their ethical responsibilities within the framework of 

Islamic teachings. 

Secondly, in addressing the dimension of values and manners associated with 

proper upbringing, SPN emphasizes the cultivation of virtues such as respect, integrity, 

and tolerance, reflecting societal and cultural norms. Through interactive workshops, 

cultural sensitivity training, and community engagement initiatives, cadets learn to 

appreciate and navigate the complexities of a multicultural society with empathy and 

respect. SPN encourages cadets to embrace diversity as a strength and to adopt 

inclusive practices in their interactions with individuals from different cultural 

backgrounds, fostering mutual understanding and social cohesion. 

Lastly, concerning the dimension of personal qualities of character, SPN focuses on 

nurturing the intrinsic virtues that individuals are expected to embody in their daily 

lives. Cadets are encouraged to develop qualities such as honesty, compassion, and 

humility, which are integral to ethical leadership and professional excellence. Through 

role modeling by instructors, peer mentoring programs, and experiential learning 

opportunities, cadets internalize these values and cultivate a strong ethical foundation 

that guides their actions both on and off duty. 
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In conclusion, the integration of multicultural education and Islamic character 

development at SPN is guided by the dimensions outlined by Halstead (2007), offering 

a holistic approach to moral and ethical education for future law enforcement officers. 

By addressing the obligations of Islamic law, promoting values associated with proper 

upbringing, and nurturing personal qualities of character, SPN prepares cadets to 

uphold the highest standards of professionalism, integrity, and cultural competence in 

their roles as guardians of law and order in a diverse and pluralistic society. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the narrative study conducted on multicultural education and 

Islamic character development at Sekolah Polisi Negara (SPN) offers valuable insights 

into the intersection of cultural diversity and ethical values in police training. Through 

a comprehensive analysis, several key conclusions emerge; Firstly, integration of 

Multicultural Education: SPN demonstrates a commitment to promoting cultural 

understanding and inclusivity among its police students. By incorporating 

multicultural education into its curriculum, SPN equips students with the knowledge 

and skills needed to navigate diverse societal landscapes with respect and empathy. 

Secondly, emphasis on Islamic Character: SPN recognizes the importance of Islamic 

values in shaping the ethical conduct of its students. Through teachings grounded in 

Islamic jurisprudence and cultural sensitivity, SPN fosters a strong sense of integrity, 

compassion, and humility among its students, aligning their professional behavior with 

Islamic principles. Thirdly, holistic Approach to Character Development: The narrative 

study reveals that SPN adopts a holistic approach to character development, 

emphasizing both multicultural understanding and Islamic values. By addressing the 

obligations of Islamic law, promoting societal values, and nurturing personal virtues, 

SPN prepares its students to uphold ethical standards and engage effectively in diverse 

communities. Lastly, impact on Professionalism: The integration of multicultural 

education and Islamic character development at SPN has a profound impact on the 

professionalism and cultural competence of its graduates. Equipped with a deep 

understanding of cultural diversity and ethical principles, SPN students are better 

prepared to serve as ethical and respectful law enforcement officers in a multicultural 

society. 

In summary, the findings of this narrative study underscore the significance of 

multicultural education and Islamic character development in police training at SPN. 

By embracing cultural diversity and ethical values, SPN plays a crucial role in shaping 

the attitudes and behaviors of future law enforcement officers, ultimately contributing 

to a more inclusive and respectful society. 
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